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Nineteen-Two in Vennont. 

INTRODUCTION. 

Ten years ago this month the Vermont public 
learned that several republicans were scoring for posi- 
tion in the approaching race for the governorship. 
This was startling from the fact that in years there 
had not been an open season for candidates, it hav- 
ing been the rule of the dominant political regime to 
settle personal rivalries before the convention season 
started. The strife between candidates had not gone 
far when it became apparent that a Gfystematic plan 
was on foot for the establishment of high license 
and local option. To accomplish this the repeal of the 
prohibitory law was necessary, and on this issue the 
battle raged for months. The bitter struggle spread 
into every city, town and gore of the state. When it 
was aU over prohibition was in ruins, and Vermont 
proceeded to take a step upward. 

The narrative of the struggle now presented to 
the public is confined mainly to its essential features. 
In each county sectional and local conditions pro- 
duced a separate story; but these modifications of 
the general fight, graphic and interesting as they were, 
are beyond the limits of this volume. In short, the 
story of ''Nineteen-Two in Vermont" is simply, if I 
may be permitted the expression, a literary cartoon of 
the turmoil attending the pulling down of prohibition. 

April, 1912. M. A. G. 
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CHAPTER I. 

Preliminary Maneuvers. 

In the days of W. W. Stickney, governor, word 
was passed along that the speaker of the house of 
representatives had reconsidered his plans and would 
enter the field as a candidate for the governorship of 
Vermont. 

The legislators of the sessions of 1900 had re- 
turned to their homes with the assurances that Speaker 
Fletcher D. Proctor would not be a candidate. With 
this understanding Dr. W. Seward Webb of Shel- 
bume started in with an influential following to secure 
the nomination. 

Gen. John G. McCullough of Bennington had for 
five years been quietly perfecting an organization, 
and it was widely assumed that he would be a leading 
candidate. In February the unexpected departure of 
Dr. Webb for California occasioned an interval of 
uncertainty, which terminated with a telegram from 
Santa Barbara to Former Governor E. C. Smith of 
St. Albans, announcing Webb's withdrawal from the 
gubernatorial contest. 

Shortly before Dr. Webb started for the Pacific 
coast he and Gov. Smith had met in the former's New 
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York ofSce, at which conference the Doctor was advised 
to withdraw. Gov. Smith's contention was briefly 
this: Fletcher Proctor will certainly be a candidate, 
and the prospect of two personal friends pitted against 
each other was disagreeable to him, as it would be to 
many' others. Dr. Webb felt at that time that a with- 
drawal would be a desertion of his political friends, 
and he delayed his decision. After Dr. Webb reached 
California many telegrams were exchanged between 
him and Gov. Smith, with the result that on March 
17 the Doctor telegraphed his withdrawal to Gov. 
Smith, who passed it on to the St. Albans Mjessenger. 
In treating the news editorially the Messenger said: 
''Dr. Webb has become convinced that, however much 
without warrant, the idea is fixed in the popular mind 
that the contest between two Vermonters whose New 
York associations are as important and prominent as 
to more or less conspicuously connect them with affairs 
in the Empire State and tend to confirm the popular 
impression that they are more interested in the Empire 
State than they are in Vermont." 

O. M. Barber of Bennington, the McCullough man- 
ager, in an interview on this turn of events said: ''The 
dust of the first skirmish has passed away; the glamour 
which the reputed wealth of Dr. Webb had cast upon 
some who have heretofore looked kindly upon his cain- 
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didacy has lost its influence ; a great majority of the 
thinking men of the party, men who are potent in its 
affairs^ haye as between the two candidates declared 
themselyes in his [McCnllongh's] favor, and unless 
the entry of Mr. Proctor into the arena affects the 
result, Qen. MoOullough's nomination is assured * 
* * * Many of our friends claim to have been 
positively assured by Mr. Proctor that he would not 
be a candidate. Under these circumstances the an- 
nouncement of Mr. Proctor's candidacy is a surprise. 
We were informed several days ago of an interview 
in New York at which Dr. Webb and certain of his 
prominent supporters were, as we were informed, in 
consultation with Mr. Proctor; but no importance 
was attached to that in view of the relations which, it 
was well understood, exist betwe^a Senator Proctor 
and Dr. Webb. We are now told that Mr. Proctor's 
candidacy is the result of that interview. ' ' 

This interview, whatever it was, should not be 
confounded with the Webb-Smith conference. 

The Webb incident closed with this letter: 

To the Republicans of Vermont : 

On my return after six weeks' absence I And my 
action in withdrawing my name as a candidate for 
governor has been maliciously and falsely misrepre- 
sented, and the reasons and motives that prompted 
my course misconstrued. 



PBELIMINABY MANEUVEJRS. 9 

I wish to state most emphatically that I alone am 
responsible for my withdrawal. 

I withdrew because I became convinced there were 
many people of the state, who believe (most unjustly, 
it see.ms to me) that my citizenship was o{)en to ques- 
tion, and I felt there was no better evidence I could 
give these and all others of their error than to show 
by this course that I was too good a Vermonter to force 
myself upon them against this manifest sentiment. 

I also wish to say that all the stories that have 
been spread broadcast over the state by the organs of 
Gen. McCullough as to any meetings of my friends 
to in any Way infringe upon the rights of the people 
are absolutely false; also, that I or any one for me 
has directly or indirectly entered into any trade or 
agreement whatsoever respecting my present or future 
political action is false and without foundation, and 
has been conceived and promulgated, in my opinion, 
for the sole purpose of injuring my name and the 
good standing of my friends and associates. 

I believe the people of the state will treat the 
stories with the contempt they deserve. 

I take this opportunity to thank my friends who 
stood by me faithfully and loyally in my canvass, and 
to say I appr^iate their kindness more deeply than 
I can express in words. I propose to continue to 
demonstrate that I am a Vermonter, and in so doing 
shall add, so far as my abilities will permit, to the 
prosperity and welfare of the state. 

W. SEWARD WEBB. 
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A few days before the Webb withdrawal there 
appeared the state-famous editorial in the Brattleboro 
Phoenix, naming Mr. Proctor for governor. 

In the middle of April a group of men from nearly 
every town in Franklin county met Mr. Proctor at 
St. Albans. On that occasion Mr. Proctor declared 
himself a candidate. 

The little town of Georgia started the first Proctor 
club. 

In the meantime Percival W. Clement, who was in 
California, received a telegram which read: 

**Will you address a smoke-talk at Baxter hall, 
Rutland, shortly after your arrival, at which there 
will be local option delegates from every town in the 
county?" 

The prompt reply came that he would, but that it 
was too late to enter the field as a candidate. Upon 
reaching Rutland and learning the situation, Mr. 
Clement began negotiations with Gen. McCullough on 
the basis of his support of McCullough provided the 
latter would stump the state for high license and local 
option. There were several interchanges of views 
through the medium of mutual friends, and all that 
McCullough would promise was that he would advo- 
cate a referendum vote on the question of repeal of 
the prohibitory law and the substitution of local option. 
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In the circle of Mr. Clement's personal friends the 
plan of his candidacy received scant encouragement, 
as the repeal of the prohibitory law without the aid 
of the republican machine seemed such a formidable 
task. Finally, Mr. Clement proposed to test the sen- 
timent of some locality. He said to a friend: *'Take 
a town like Shrewsbury and find out what local option 
sentiment there is there. We can tell by that some- 
thing as to how the small towns feel." 

Forty-eight hours later a delegation came down 
from the mountains and presented Mr. Clement a peti- 
tion to run for governor. To this Mr. Clement made 
reply^ 

To Mr. W. E, Aldrich and 57 other republican 
voters of Shrewsbury: — 

Gentlemen: In response to your question as to a 
license and local option campaign this year, permit 
me to say to you and through you to other republican 
voters who have mentioned my name in connection 
with the governorship, that I welcome any opportunity 
to discuss the prohibitory law. 

In the march of social improvement and education 
upon the subject of temperance, our state has been 
left 50 years behind the times. 

At a special election in February, 1853, at the 
end of a temperance revival which swept the state, 
the prohibitory act was approved by a majority of 
1,171 votes in a total of 43,259 votes cast. It was a 
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grotesque piece of legislation among the enactments 
of that day. 

Its advocates, recognizing the evils of intemper- 
ance, undoubtedly expected that the law would bring 
on the millennium, but in that they were disap- 
pointed. A man has never been made temperate in 
what he eats or drinks by legislative enactment, and 
the law reenacted and amended and made more strin- 
gent at subsequent sessions of the Legislature, remains 
a wart upon the public statutes. 

It makes it a crime to deal in alcohol, in its various 
forms, an article of commerce which the rest of the 
civilized world says may be properly dealt in between 
man and man and used with propriety. 

It gives almost unlimited powers in certain direc- 
tions, to courts and officers of the law, which are out- 
rageously abused. 

It encourages the cupidity of officers employed for 
its enforcement by liberal allowances for costs, follow- 
ing fines imposed upon its offenders, and it entirely 
fails to suppress the evils of intemperance, but rather 
increases them, and creates others which are greater. 

There is more intoxicating liquor, adulterated and 
highly injurious, sold in Vermont than in any other 
state in the Union according to population. It is also 
true that there is more morphine, chloral, opium and 
kindred drugs consumed in our state per capita than 
in any other state in the Union. 

The whole effect of the law is pernicious and it 
has retarded the natural development of our state, and 
rests as a curse upon us, in so far as it breeds hypoc- 
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risy, perjury and lying, — evils even greater than in- 
temperance itself. Liquors are sold by the towns and 
we are all made parties to the transaction, but there 
is little or no profit to the town or the state. 

The law is drastic in its provisions and rotten in 
its execution, and, as a knowledge of its workings 
spreads, a feeling of disgust comes over every man 
who cares for the honor of our state. 

I stand with any man for law, order and good 
government. I am against any law which relies foi* 
its enforcement not upon a healthy public sentiment, 
but upon the large fines and fees which public ofiScers 
are able to extort from their victims and put to the 
credit of their own bank accounts — a law which is 
commonly used for the purpose of blackmail. 

We license advocates believe in a law which will 
permit the sale of intoxicating liquors, when a town 
so orders it, under regulations, which, from experience, 
we know do in other states reduce the evils of intem- 
perance to a minimum and return immense revenue 
to the towns. 

Such a law has been drawn and presented to the 
Legislature many times within the past few years; but 
the political machine, which controls the destinies of 
Vermont legislation and Vermont politicians, has 
every time put obstructions in the way of the passage 
of such an act and would not even permt it to be pre- 
sented to the people of the state for their approval or 
rejection, lest in the change of sentiment, which must 
inevitably take place, were such a measure presented 
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to every voter in the state for his consideration, it 
would lose the reins of government. 

For 40 years Vermont has stood for the principles 
of the republican party in national affairs, and in 
that no one glories more than I, but in state affairs 
we have had no politics. 

A few men have controlled official positions and 
legislation and have traded out the various offices from 
governor down, year after year, saying, **You support 
me this time and I will support you next,*' and upon 
that platform they have gone through the state with 
their strikers, hat in hand, begging votes. 

I believe the time has come when the people of 
this state are anxious to take hold and assume their 
proper place in the government. I believe that the 
affairs of the state should be run on a business basis. 
If nominated, I will stand for high license and local 
option and a real retrenchment in state expenses and 
honestly in the administration of state affairs. I will 
use my best efforts to win out for the cause and work 
for the repeal of the prohibitory law and the enact- 
ment of real temperance legislation in its place and 
for the honest and faithful administration of public 
affairs. 

Thanking you for the interest you have shown in 
this matter, I remain 

Yours very sincerely, 

PERCIVAL W. CLEMENT. 
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CHAPTER II. 

The Bethel Speech. 

A remarkable thing happened at Bethel on the 
evening of April 21, 1902. The town hall wais not 
large enough to hold the people eager to hear an 
address condemning state prohibition and advocating 
high license and local option. The Whitcomb High 
School Glee Club sang, the Randolph brass band 
played and the audience applauded the telling points 
of a two-hour speech. This was in prohibition Wind- 
sor county on the East side, and such a jail-break 
from the political enclosure of republicanism in this 
state was emphatically sensational. 

The attitude of the party toward any proposal 
of repeal of the prohibition act had all along been 
one of invulnerable indifference. The notion that 
repeal was possible never entered the heads of the 
political leaders. Local option planks had been 
received in silence in republican state conventions and 
then laid away in the tomb of the committee on reso- 
lutions. 

For years Legislatures had killed local option bills 
as fast as introduced by majorities indicating little 
more than the democratic strength in their support. 
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The patronage of prohibition was a part of the 
political machine and its position seemed impregnable. 

The Bethel meeting, therefore, could not be con- 
sidered a spontaneous outpouring. Something had 
been done in a quiet way. Four years before in the 
work of distributing local option literature with a 
referendum pledge it was discovered that the fore- 
most citizens of Bethel were prepared to declare for 
repeal. E. A. Maxham took a leading part in can- 
vassing for signatures in spite of his advanced age, 
and he was able to mail to the little club at Rutland 
distributing this literature the signatures of some 
80 per cent, of the republican voters of the town. The 
pledge was as follows: 

/ favor a popular vote on the repeal of the 
prohibitory law and the substitution of local 
option. 

Name 

Street 

Town or City 

Please sign, cut out and mail to box, 60S, Rutland 

Lawyers did not sign, but merchants did and so 
did two selectmen, the postmaster, a lister, a school 
director, a factory superintendent, a grand juror and 
four doctors. This test of sentiment on the east side 
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was considered sufficient, and the Bethel hall was 
engaged for the first Clement speech. 

The procession down the main street of Bethel on 
the evening of April 21 had features odd enough. It 
had been raining and the marching was not the best. 
Mr. Clement, accompanied by a few friends, walked 
behind the band. He was in full evening dress includ- 
ing a tall hat. That was all there was of the pro- 
cession, so far as the middle of the street was con- 
cerned. From the faces in store windows and doors 
the thing seemed only to create curiosity and amuse- 
ment. Almost everybody smiled and at that moment 
the first advance upon the citadel of prohibition did 
not look formidable. 

It was a different story at the hall, where there 
was not even standing room left. The approach to 
the stage was by an outside pair of stairs, and even 
the upper landing was filled with curious people. In 
the audience were local optionists who had come in 
from South Royalton, Rochester, Randolph, Gaysville, 
Barnard and other places in the vicinity; while on 
the stage sat what one would call a representative 
republican group of citizens with a shading of demo- 
crats. 

The venerable E. A. Maxham presided, and in his 
remarks introducing the speaker of the evening he 

(2) 
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detailed the many vain efforts to repeal the prohibi- 
tory law. 

Mr. Clement as he advanced to the front of the 
stage faced a throng willing to be either entertained 
or instructed. They got something of both; for the 
speaker wore the togs of a gentleman dressed for an 
evening reception. He read from manuscript, stop- 
ping at times to tell a story in point, and so carried 
his audience along for two full hours. Here was his 
plea for local option without the anecdotes: — 

FIRST SPEECH OF THE CAMPAIGN. 

In considering the law of this state prohibiting 
the traffic in intoxicating liquors, it is perhaps well 
to see first what the object of the law is. It is not to 
prohibit the sale of intoxicating liquor, but to prevent 
the drinking of intoxicating liquors as a beverage. 
The f ramers of the law understood perfectly well that 
they could not hope to succeed in the passage of a law 
which would aim directly at the object they wished to 
accomplish ; that is, a law which makes it a crime or 
a misdemeanor to drink intoxicating liquors. That 
would invade rights which are guaranteed to us under 
our constitution, and as a matter of practice would 
interfere with the habits of so many men that it could 
not be passed or maintained for a moment. The pro- 
hibitionist thereupon procured the passage of a law 
making it a crime to sell liquor in order to cut off the 
supply. 
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No one, not even the most narrow prohibitionist, 
will for a mome^t say that the sale of liquor is wrong 
in itself. Intoxicating liquor is a commodity which 
is dealt in all the world over and considered as an 
article of commerce. Dealings in it are as proper as 
dealings in any other commodity. The prohibitory 
law therefore undertakes to brand as a crime a trans- 
action which in itself is entirely right and proper, in 
order to cut off the supply of intoxicating liquor so 
that people living here and people coming here cannot 
get a drink. 

Is it a proper exercise of the functions of the gov- 
ernment for the state to impose upon its citizens a law 
which prescribes what a person may drink and what 
he shall not drink even if the drinking of it is a vice ? 
I think not. 

If the state may properly exercise its powers in 
that way, then it may, whenever it chooses, whenever 
a majority of its citizens so elect, prescribe what a 
man may eat or wear. It may undertake to set up 
a code of morals and compel its citizens to obey its 
mandates under heavy penalties. 

Such things have been tried before and have al- 
ways brought disaster and trouble. Our Puritan an- 
cestors, who came to this country because they were 
denied the right of their own opinions and of exer- 
cising their own judgment in matters of religion, pre- 
scribed as the law of the land a code of ethics which 
suited their fancies, and the result was that they 
shortly found themselves involved in the same diffi- 
culties from which they had fled. That situation di<l 
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not last long and with the American revolution came 
a broader and more liberal declaration of the rights 
of the people. 

The function of government is to control the indi- 
vidual as little as possible, allowing him the greatest 
freedom in all directions and only limiting his action 
where it interferes with the rights of others. We 
don't dispute that intemperance is a vice, but pro- 
hibition does not supply the remedy. We are not all 
endowed with just the same moral perceptions. Thank 
God for that. And the question of what constitutes 
intemperance must be settled by each individual for 
himself. What would be intemperance in one per- 
son would be temperance in another. Temperance 
means self-control — moderation. A man may go 
through his whole life eating moderately, smoking 
moderately, drinking intoxicating liquors moderately 
— in fact taking all the pleasures and business of life 
in moderation; he is a temperate man. On the other 
hand, a man may be a glutton, intemperate in nature 
and action, a crank in his ideas on all subjects; but, 
if he is a teetotaler, the prohibitionist calls him a tem- 
perate man and denominates the other as being intem- 
perate. The prohibitionist, while he is not always 
able to control himself even in the matter of drinking 
intoxicating liquors, seeks to control his neighbor, 
not by precept and example, not by argument and 
moral suasion — that process is too slow to suit his 
ideas of progress, and besides sometimes his neighbor 
tells him to mind his own business — but the prohibi- 
tionist seems to think it is his business to attend to 
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that of his neighbor; so he gets the prohibitory law, 
and with that in his hand he looks over his neighbor's 
fence of a morning and says: **IVe got you now 
where you can't drink whether you want to or not." 
and he proceeds to tell him that it is a crime to be 
visited by penalties, only next in severity to those 
that are inflicted upon murderers, to sell a glass of 
cider, and that it is a vice and sin, which will damn 
his soul forever to drink one. This is the position 
that the prohibitionist assumes. He wants to make 
everybody good according to his notions of goodness, 
everybody temperate according to his notions of tem- 
perance, and then he wants to flourish this law in 
their faces and have his neighbors all admit that he 
is a great and good man, revolutionizing the world 
and that the sun would not come up in the morning 
if it were not for him. 

On the other hand, suppose for instance this same 
principle should be extended a little further; sup- 
pose our friend the prohibitionist likes to go to a horse 
trot and the license man, whom the prohibitionist has 
legislated out of his right to buy a glass of cider, con- 
cludes that he will retaliate and he gets a law passed 
whieh makes it a crime to speed a horse in order to 
prevent gambling. What would a prohibitionist say 
to that? Carry it, if you please, farther. Someone 
who drinks tea, but not coffee, gets legislation to pre- 
vent his cofl'ee-drinking. neighbor from having his 
morning cup by making the selling of coffee a crime. 

Of course all this seems very absurd, but it is 
exactly in line and is a natural sequence to the pro- 
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hibitory law, that if you can prohibit commercial 
transactions in one commodity you may in another. 
There is no stopping place. You can only rest when 
you have exhausted all the cranks there are in the 
community. 

The state goes far beyond its proper function when 
it undertakes to lay down a code of morals upon the 
subject of temperance and demand that everyone 
adhere to it; and therein lies the whole trouble with 
the prohibitory law. It is all wrong in principle and 
a fraud in that it aims to make a transaction, per- 
fectly proper and right in itself, a crime. We should 
always make sharp distinction between crime and vice. 
Crime is an offense against society ; vice is an offense 
against one's self. Crime is punishable, therefore by 
statute, but vice is not and should not be punished by 
statute unless carried to that extent where it becomes 
nn offense against society. 

Now let us review for a few moments the pro- 
visions of this law. 

It has been well stated that the statute gives to the 
lowest courts the jurisdiction of the highest so far as 
most of the offenses under it are concerned. 

It exalts the importance of punishing offenders 
against its provisions above that of any other crime 
or of any other business in the administration of jus- 
tice in the courts. It reverses in certain cases arising 
under its provisions that most benign and salutary 
rule of criminal jurisprudence, which presumes every 
man innocent until he is proved guilty and holds him 
guilty upon proceedings and proofs, had and taken 
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by an executive, instead of a judicial officer, when the 
accused is not present, and when he can neither be 
heard by his counsel or be confronted with the wit- 
nesses. 

It offers a bribe to an officer of justice to secure 
the conviction of a person charged with an offense 
against its provisions. 

It gives the lowest magistrate known to our laws 
the power to imprison a citizen and to continue that 
imprisonment in his own discretion in order to com- 
pel him to become an informer against his neighbor. 

It allows no discretion in the officers of justice 
as to when to prosecute or when to stop, but commands 
that its enginery, when once put in motion, should be 
driven to its prescribed goal, whether good or evil is 
to result from it. 

A justice of the peace or prosecutor operating 
under this law has out his drag nets for victims. He 
is not disposed to try offenses under this law, nor is 
he required to by the law itself, as he would try other 
offenses against other laws, but when he gets his vic- 
tim into court he asks him where he gets his liquor. 
Perhaps the man has had no liquor, but that does not 
make the slightest difference, if the police officer, who 
makes the arrest, is a good liar, and the fee makes 
him a swift one, and the poor fellow is obliged to say 
that he has obtained liquor from some source in order 
to satisfy the court. If he declines to tell or swears 
that he has had none, then the justice may send him 
to jail and hold him there until such time as he is 
willing to make such a disclosure as satisfies — and the 
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disclosure which always satisfies the justice is the one 
through which he can reach the seller and bring him 
into court. 

I was sitting in Rutland one summer evening by 
an open window about ten o 'clock when I heard a man 
say: ** Don't arrest me; I am not drunk, and if you 
do they wont have me on the railroad. I'll lose my 
job." 

I looked out and there was a policeman just making 
an arrest of a man in a blouse and carrying a dinner 
pail. The policeman said, **Yes, you be drunk. I seen 
you come out of Moloney's." There was more or 
less talk back and forth, but the arrest was made. 

Next morning the man was fined and I sent for him. 
I told him that I had seen the statement in the paper 
that he was arrested for intoxication and asked him 
what the circumstances were. He said he got off his 
engine and felt tired and thirsty. He went over to 
a liquor saloon, bought a glass of beer, drank it and 
was on his way home when arrested. 

I told him to go to work, and the man is there 
yet, just as faithful and good an engineer as he would 
have been if he had never taken that glass of beer and 
never been arrested. 

Frequently police officers have gone into trains and 
liave arrested passengers for intoxication who were 
quietly sitting in the train reading a paper. 

Did you ever hear of a rich man being arrested 
for intoxication in this state 1 

Did you ever know of a man being arrested for 
intoxication worth ten thousand dollars? 
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I do not know of a case of ..that kind. The ofScers 
never see a man intoxicated unless he is a poor man 
who is helpless to make a defense. 

I have known of a lawyer in this state who has 
come into court to try a case so drunk he could not 
try it, and the court had to adjourn to give him time 
to sober up. That man has been through the streets 
of the village where he lives beastly drunk time and 
again, so intoxicated he did not know his own house 
when he got to it. But he never was arrested. Why? 
An arrest of that kind would make trouble for the 
ofiScers making it. That man is able to defend him- 
self. This particular feature of the law is invariably 
applied to a poor man. 

Not long ago over in our town a Pole, who could 
not speak a word of English, was arrested for intoxi- 
cation. He had just come here from Poland, and, 
not knowing anything about our laws upon this sub- 
ject, he proceeded to hunt around for a place to get 
a drink. He didn't know and he does not know today 
where the place was, nor does he know what he drank. 
It was probably alcohol, water and burnt sugar. Any- 
how, it made him intoxicated and the vigilant police- 
man, who is always looking for cases of this Knd in 
order to get the fees, arrested him and after a night 
in the lockup he was hauled into court. Of course he 
was entirely unable to disclose the place where he got 
his liquor, but through an interpreter he told his 
story and then he was sent back to jail until he could 
be instructed and instructed by the policeman whom 
to swear on. The next day he was brought back, 
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made disclosure as directed and fined $10 and costs, 
in all amounting to $40. The unfortunate victim 
does not know to this day who sold him the liquor and 
the justice and the court officers knew perfectly well 
that he was not in a position to disclose upon anyone ; 
hut, if he failed to disclose, they would fail to get 
their fees. It often happens in our part of the state 
that a person arrested and brought before a justice 
court for intoxication swears that he got his liquor in 
Whitehall. Whitehall is only 25 miles from Rutland 
and people are continually passing back and forth on 
trains. There is a steady pilgrimage from our state 
to border towns in other states where intoxicating 
liquor is sold. There is hardly a case on record where 
that disclosure has been considered satisfactory by 
the court for the same reason that the justice and 
the harpies who live on the so-called enforcement of 
this law, cannot go to Whitehall, N. Y., and bring in 
its liquor dealers and fine them in Vermont. The 
man who makes such a disclosure is thereupon sent 
over to the county jail and remains there two or three 
days, two or three weeks, or six months, as the case 
may be, until he is willing to make the disclosure that 
is satisfactory to the justice. He is then brought })ack 
and forced to swear that he got his liquor from some 
one within the jurisdiction of the court, and usually 
the name of that person is suggested to the victim by 
some official interested in the fees. If the poor devil 
swore to the truth in the first instance, when he said 
he got his liquor in Whitehall, he perjures h^'inself 
when he swears that he got it in Rutland. If he per- 
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jured himself in the first instance and swears to the 
trath in the second, the result is about the same, for 
upon his unsupported oath the justice then hauls into 
court the person who is accused of selling liquor and 
proceeds to fine him, which with costs and fees, some- 
times runs up into hundreds of dollars. When the 
officer of the court is on such an errand, it has been 
his custom to go to the door of the seller, who has been 
disclosed on, and say, ** You've been disclosed on; send 
someone over to take the fines." Or, possibly he may 
telephone to him and then the seller sends some one 
of his clerks. He rarely goes himself, but someone 
whom he has engaged as a **fine taker,'' who goes to 
the justice court, pays the fines and costs, and there- 
upon the court and its officers, with the results of this 
transaction jingling in their pockets, adjourn to wait 
for another victim. 

The fines and fees are supposed to be paid into 
the state treasury ; but it sometimes happens that they 
never get beyond the pockets of the officials who 
handle the case. If, however, they are paid to the 
state, it makes no difference in the result. The state 
does not gain thereby, for it must pay out on account 
of costs and fees nearly all that it receives and very 
often more. 

In the city of Rutland in 1898 the sheriff depart- 
ment brought before a local judge one morning nine 
men charged with three offenses each : 

(1) Selling. 

(2) Keeping liquor with intent to sell. 

(3) Keeping and maintaining a nuisance. 
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Eight of the cases for selling were continued and 
the rest were tried and disposed of within two hours. 
As a result the nine respondents were convicted and 
the eosts in the 18 cases and 9 seizures were distributed 
as follows: 

To State 's Attorney $180 . 00 

To City Judge 151.74 

To Sheriffs and Deputies 94.50 

Here is the way the costs were made up : 

COST IN SEIZURE PROCEEDINGS. 

City Judge's fees — 

Search warrant $1 . 68 

Hearing 4.00 

Destruction of liquor warrant 68 

Witnessing destruction 50 

Appeal 50 

The Record 50 

$7.86 
State's Attorney's fees 2.00 

Sheriff's fees — 

Seizing liquor 1 . 00 

One mile travel 10 

Transporting liquor 50 

Assistance 1 . 00 

Copy of warrant of respondent 80 

Arrest 50 
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Reading of warrant 06 

Attendance at court 75 

Witness 56 

Destruction of liquor 1 . 10 

Total cost, one seizure $6 . 3.7 

Total costs, one seizure 16.23 

Total cost, nine seizures $146 . 07 

COST IN ONE CASE OP KEEPING. 

City Judge's fees — 

Hearing $4.00 

The Record 50 

$4.50 
State's Attorney's fees — 

Attendance $2 .00 

Conviction fee 5.00 

Mileage 1 .00 

$8.00 
Sheriff's fees — 

Arrest $.50 

Transporting prisoner 20 

Reading warrant 06 

Attendance at court 75 

Witness 56 

$2.07 
Total costs, one case $14.57 
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The state's attorney gets $18.00 for sitting two 
hours in a chair. 

What do you think of that for a morning's busi- 
ness? When men ride through Rutland county and 
see a fine looking house anywhere the question is 
sometimes asked: **What State's Attorney lives 
here?" 

In seizures of liquor the law provides and intends 
that every drop that can be found be confiscated. 
As the law is prosecuted by officers sworn to do their 
whole duty, it is a notorious fact that in a great pro- 
portion of cases a single bottle will be seized where a 
hundred gallons lie close at hand. Why? Because 
the hundred gallons bring no greater fee to the mer- 
cenary officer than the single bottle, the glassful, or 
as in the Miller case at Montpelier, the smell. The 
bottle satisfies the court, wins the fees and the dealer 
keeps his stock, goes to court by proxy, and while in 
the act of paying his fine men are drinking what the 
officer left behind. 

But it is not only the liquor dealer 's premises that 
are threatened by this law with search without war- 
rant. An officer may halt you anywhere in the state, 
upon any public thoroughfare, and search your pock- 
ets, your baggage and your clothing without a war- 
rant. His justification under the law is that he be- 
lieves you have intoxicating liquor. Tt has been the 
boast of the English-speaking race that a man's house 
is his castle and one of the greatest Euglishmen in 
commenting upon this fact said: ''A man's house is 
his castle. It may be poor; it may be frail: the 
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winds may blow through it; the rain and snow and 
storm may enter, but the king of England may not 
enter or his forces may not cross the threshold of 
that ruined tenement. ' ' Alas ! To what a sorry state 
have we come ! That boast is a dead letter in Vermont, 
where an officer in search of fees rather than for liquor 
may break down your door and mine to the disgrace 
and humiliation of your families and mine. 

This is the way the law is administered; but not 
all of the money which is paid on account of it is paid 
in this way. It is not an uncommon occurrence for 
some oi the officials, upon whom rests the burden of 
enforcement, to call upon a liquor dealer and suggest 
to him that he would like to borrow $500.00, or have 
him endorse a note, which the dealer has to pay, to 
be repaid when convenient. Such transactions have 
taken place many times in Rutland County, and 
nearly every banker has seen such notes. 

I speak of Rutland county because I know better 
what goes on in the liquor business there than else- 
where. But Rutland county is not worse in propor- 
tion to its population than other counties in the state. 
You have all heard more talk of Rutland county be- 
cause years ago — ^fifteen years ago — ^tbe license and 
local option movement started there, and we have been 
busy exposing the outrages which are perpetrated 
under this law ever since; but when the matter of 
United States licenses were looked up a few years ago 
we found that the city of Rutland only had 20 or 25 
licenses against 75 or 80 in Burlington; and as a 
United States license to sell liquor is held to be prima 
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facie evidence of its sale by the courts of Vermont, I 
am supposing that Burlington has its share of poor 
rum. And not only Burlington, but if we may judge 
from the number of United States licenses issued in 
the state, which has amounted to between seven and 
eight hundred annually, the people of Vermont at 
least have had the opportunity to drink all the alcQhol 
they want. 

If the abuses which I have spoken of were few and 
far between, the prohibitionist might say that no law 
works perfectly and this works as well as any. But 
these abuses are not infrequent ; they are occurring 
every day, and what can you say about such a law 
as that? Why, of course, the only thing to do is to 
repeal it. There ought to be a special session of the 
Legislature called for that purpose. 

You all know what tremendous sentences of im- 
prisonment we have had under this law. There was 
a man from your own county sentenced to confine- 
ment for 66 years in the House of Correction, and 
he was 59 years old when the sentence was imposed. 

There was a woman from Rutland county sentenced 
to about 99 years, and she was an old woman when 
the sentence was imposed ; and, if they were sentenced 
to jail for costs on seizure, they could not be admitted 
to the liberties of the jail yard but held in close con- 
finement. 

Such penalties for a simple transaction, which is 
recognized almost everywhere but in Vermont as a 
proper one to make — the sale of a glass of beer — takes 
us back pretty close to the penalties — outlawry and 
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death — which were imposed upon the noneonformist 
in England a few hundred years ago. Is it any 
wonder that the outside world views us with alarm? 

Do you expect that capital is going to come into 
this state for investment as long as such laws remain 
upon our statute books? 

A few years ago there was a magnificent hotel 
built on the west side of Lake Champlain. It cost 
about $500,000, and inasmuch as it is a paying invest- 
ment to its owners, it probably takes in over its counter 
$200,000 a year. That hotel could have been located 
in Burlington had it not been for the prohibitory law. 

Last year a gentleman came to me with a proposi- 
tion to put $200,000 into a hotel on the East side of 
Lake Champlain provided he could get as much money 
as that to join with him. I assured him that he could 
have it, and immediately began makiqg arrangements 
to furnish it. He could have had it and the hotel 
would have been built, but about three weeks after 
he came to me and said that he had been looking into 
the Vermont liquor law. He said : * * I find that you 
have got a very stringent liquor law." *'Yes,'' I told 
him. **I find that if I open my hotel and get my 
patrons there — most of whom live in New York — I 
could not furnish them a bottle of wine with their 
dinner or any intoxicating liquor whatever without 
being liable to severe penalties." I told him that 
was true, but if he kept a good hotel and had people 
there who were moderate and temperate in their drink- 
ing, that I thought he would not be molested. ''Well," 
he said, '*I will hunt some other place to invest my 

(3) 
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money. I am not going to plant in the state of Ver- 
mont where I am liable to 50 year's imprisonment for 
selling a bottle of wine.*' 

If any of you gentlemen should be in the upper 
part of the city of Burlington you can look across 
Lake Champlain and see the roof of his new hotel. 
I will say here that his particular feature of the law, 
the long imprisonment was modified at a recent ses- 
sion of the Legislature and now the term of imprison- 
ment cannot exceed three years and in place of an 
extreme penalty the Court of Chancery is directed to 
issue its injunction — and this without a fair, full hear- 
ing on the merits of the case. 

Liquor cases take precedence by law over all other 
cases of every kind except where the respondent is 
in prison. You may have a case in court involving 
every dollar you possess, wh^re delay means utter 
ruin, but under this law your case may be sidetracked 
for a case involving rum and officers' fees. 

Formerly we had first and second offenses. Now we 
have granted restraint upon the property, where a 
liquor nuisance is claimed to exist, which may be 
granted without trial and upon affidavits alone in the 
first instance, and if repeated the old time second 
offense becomes contempt of court triable by the very 
court itself, punishable by imprisonment and heavy 
fine without presentment by a grand jury, without 
the safeguard of a trial, which the constitution has 
pledged to every man in the United States. 

The property whether owned or not by the seller 
of liquor has an injunction placed upon it, and that 
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is spread upon the land records of your town. Titles 
are clouded, values lowered, fines imposed, men im- 
prisoned without that form of trial which is the 
nation's greatest gift to man — a trial by his peers — 
and yet we befuddled and befooled Vermonters claim 
to be in step and touch with the spirit and progress 
of the age. 

I tell you the people of this state don't understand 
this law; but the law would have been repealed long 
ago if what is called the machine had permitted it. 

A license local option law would regulate the sale 
of intoxicating liquor between certain hours of the 
day and in certain places. It would make the sellers 
responsible for his acts in making sales, it would pre- 
vent sales to habitual drunkards and minors, it would 
prevent the sale of alcohol and high wines as whiskey, 
it would encourage the consumption of light wines and 
beers as against the consumption of brandy, whiskey 
and hard liquors ; it would take the business out of the 
cellars and dark comers and open it up to the light 
of day ; it would pay into your town treasury enough 
money every year to take care of your highways or 
maintain your paupers, if you choose to so devote it. 

Some prohibitionists profess to believe that license 
means free rum, a saloon on every corner, increased 
drunkenness and crime. License does not mean that 
and I don't mean to advocate anything of that kind. 
Here in your town you would have two or three drink- 
ing places, one probably at your hotel and one or two 
elsewhere if you choose. Drug stores also would have 
a license to sell liquor, not to be drunk on the prem- 
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ises. Such drinking places as you would have would 
be open only for certain hours of the day and con- 
ducted in an orderly manner and sales would not be 
made to drunkards or minors. 

It may be asked how can you control that under 
license better than under prohibition or no license. 
Under prohibition the drinking is done, as the prohi- 
bitionists say, in cellars and dark comers and is en- 
tirely beyond control of any person, even the liquor 
dealer himself, however good may be his intention. If 
a man once gets a drink of a liquor dealer under pro- 
hibition he has the liquor dealer in his power ; and, if 
at any time this person becomes a drunkard and goes 
to the liquor dealer for more liquor and the liquor 
dealer refuses to furnish it, he can make complaint, 
which would cost the dealer hundreds of dollars, per- 
haps all he has in the world. So the liquor dealer is 
entirely in the power of whomever he seDs to. 

Whereas under license the liquor dealer would be 
in control of his business. He would not fear the 
drunkard ; he would refuse to give him liquor and turn 
him away from his door. License could only be 
obtained by application to a license boai:d sitting for 
the county and upon petition of your citizens and 
upon a good and sufficient bond furnished with secu- 
rities that the licensee will obey all the provisions of 
the law. Now suppose that he neglects to do that. 
He forfeits his license. He is liable for whatever loss 
or injury his neglect or fault has caused and on appli- 
cation to the license board his license would be revoked 
and issued to someone else. If all of these drinking 
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places became disorderly and intemperance is on the 
increase, then your whole town would naturally vote 
for prohibition, for a time at least — and then you 
would have prohibition. That's the way the law 
would work. A town is a community governing itself. 
The town is the political unit here in New England. 
It knows better its needs and the temper of its people 
than other towns know them, better than the state 
knows, and it is the town which should regulate the 
sale of intoxicating liquors. Does anyone question 
your ability to do it? Do you question it? Suppose 
that your town received from the sale of licenses so 
many dollars annually. The prohibitionist says that 
that is blood money. Is it any more blood money than 
the money the town makes on the sales of the town 
agency? It's more money, but it is not more blood 
money. Couldn't you use a few thousand dollars in 
your town to advantage on your roads or in the sup- 
port of your poor? Under it drunkenness would de- 
crease, and the opportunities and inducements for 
lying, perjury and all the other crimes and vices 
which are attendant upon the enforcement of the pro- 
hibitory law, would be greatly diminished. We could 
stand before the world as moderate, temperate men 
instead of a crowd of fanatics. We could invite capi- 
tal into our state. Vermont would be a good state 
to come to emigrate from. 

Each town would be obliged to pass upon the ques- 
tion of regulation every year, and that in itself would 
be a great gain. Each town would be obliged to vote 
license or no license; but public opinion would then 
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be behind the law, whatever it might be in any town, 
and public opinion must be behind any police regu- 
lation, else it cannot be enforced. That to my mind 
is one of the best features of the license local option 
la^. It forces the public once every year to declare 
itself, and, if the whole state of Vermont votes for 
prohibition under that law, if all the towns in it vote 
that way, we should have it — and have it without th^ 
iniquities which go with the present law. The regu- 
lation of the liquor traffic is a matter of expediency ; 
let us regulate rather than forbid. 

We can urge men to be temperate, we can show the 
evils of intemperance ; some men will learn to govern 
themselves and some will fail. So long as man has 
passion, so long as woman has tears, good and evil 
will go hand in hand from the birth of life even unto 
death. 

A license law has been submitted to every session 
of the Legislature for the last 10 years, but the politi- 
cal machine is in power inMontpelier,as it is elsewhere 
in the state, and the license local option law will never 
be passed as long as the machine can prevent it. The 
republican political machine of the state is made up 
of men who by their ability and aptitude for politics 
keep control year after year of the political organiza- 
tion of the state. These gentlemen who compose the 
machine are the ones who make the political trades. 

The republican machine of Vermont has been 
against any change in the prohibitory law or any agi- 
tation of the question, fearing lest even the agitation 
should bring about a change of sentiment whereby the 
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professional politicians might lose their grip upon the 
reins of power. 

Some of the newspaper press attack me for coming 
into the campaign too late and say that the political 
leaders are already pledged for other candidates. I 
understand that is the situation as well as they do. 
That is one of the things I want to impress upon your 
minds. 

I am not looking for the leaders so-called. I want 
to bring this question before the voters of Vermont. 
The politicians are all engaged with other candidates, 
and I have come direct to you. 

Only the other day I read in a newspaper that one 
of these gentlemen went to White River Junction to 
meet some of his political adherents, and the article 
stated that quite a number of towns were represented 
by one man from each town and one to.wn had five. 
In the past that is aU that has been necessary. If a 
candidate could get one prominent man in each town 
to support him, he would gain his nomination, because 
there has been no issue except the personal one. 

While I think it is unfortunate that the state 
should be in the control of one political boss, neverthe- 
less I do not blame the boss for occupjdng that posi- 
tion. If we are fools enough to let a man run away 
with our political organization, we should not find too 
much fault with him for doing it. The organization is 
ours and we may take it over whenever we choose. 

It is said there is too much ** Proctor'' in this cam- 
paign. With Bedfield Proctor in the United States 
Senate, controlling the federal patronage of the state 
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and with it influencing public opinion as he may, and 
his son Fletcher Proctor in the governor's chair, con- 
trolling state patronage, it would seem as though it 
would be difficult to be appointed a postmaster or a 
doorkeeper at Montpelier without a ** Proctor pull/' 

Five or six years ago I was in St. Albans one day 
and met there quite a number of gentlemen whose 
fathers had been governors of Vermont. I understood 
that there was formed there an offensive and defensive 
alliance between those gentlemen, a sort of Sons of 
Governors Society. I wasn't present at the meeting, 
but it was quite generally understood that some such 
trade was made ; and, if it was, it was one political deal 
which has been kept by the parties to the contract. 
Proctor held his hat for Smith in 1898, and Smith is 
taking up a collection for Proctor in 1902. 

Such a trade is exactly in the line with all the other 
trades which have preceded it at every election within 
the memory of any of you who hear me tonight. 

There has been no issue for 40 years in state poli- 
tics except the one of who shall be the next governor. 
Some of these trades have worked out to the satisfac- 
tion of both parties, but most of them have been a 
great disappointment to one party or the other. 

The newspapers which are opposing the present 
high license movement, some of which have been with 
us in the past, say that it wouldn't do any good to 
elect a governor who favors high license; it wouldn't 
do any good to make the high license question an issue 
in the campaign for governor, because the representa- 
tives and senators are the ones who frame such legis- 
lation. It is true that the senators and representatives 
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must pass such a law before the governor can sign it, 
and exactly the same thing was true of the McKinley 
tarifif bill in 1896, when Mr. McKinley. was running 
for the office of president upon the tarifif, gold plat- 
form which bears his name and Mr. Bryan was oppos- 
ing him under the free trade, free silver platform. Was 
anybody on either side silly enough to say that it 
would not make any difiference whether McKinley or 
Bryan was elected because neither of them could pass 
the measures which they stood for? Did any democrat 
ever say that there was no use in voting for McKinley 
because he couldn't pass the McKinley tarifif bill, be- 
cause he couldn't pass a law making gold the standard 
of value in the United States? Did you ever hear any- 
body question but that if Bryan won out in that can- 
vass and became president of the United States we 
should have been as a nation free traders and for free 
silver? I never heard of such a preposterous state- 
ment. The same sentiment which elected McKinley 
elected the representatives and senators — ^the process 
which made the McKinley tarifif and the gold standard 
possible. McKinley stood for a principle, and Bryan 
stood for a principle. In the success of McKinley we 
adopted the principle that he represented and stood 
for, and the same rule applies here in Vermont today. 
If I am successful at the republican convention, if 
you nominate me for governor the. same sentiment 
which carries that convention will send the represen- 
tatives and senators to Montpelier, and we "shall 
repeal this prohibitory law, which is a blot upon our 
statute, and in its place inscribe a high license and 
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local option regulation. To expeel any other result 
is silly nonsense and the people who promulgate that 
theory know it as well as you and I. 

What explanation can the high license advocates 
or the high license papers make who have forsaken 
their principles and have gone over to the support of 
a prohibitionist? In what position before the people 
of this state does it place these papers and such per- 
sons ? Have they abandoned the principles which they 
have advocated for the years past? Have they sold 
out, and if so what is the considei:^tion ? Why should 
they place an individual above their principles? I 
should like to have them or you or anyone answer me 
that question. The only reason that they give is that 
the time is not ripe for discussion. Not ripe for 
the discussion of a subject that they have been dis- 
cussing for years ? The time to repeal a rotten law is 
always ripe. The time to right a wrong is always now. 
Why this change of front? They abandon a principle 
for an individual. Is there any man or family whose 
political prestige should be placed before the welfare 
of the state? My friends, principles are abandoned 
for some consideration — for money, for promise of 
oflSce or through conviction. Tell me which it is of 
these that has influenced the high license press which 
has lately declared itself for a prohibition candidate. 
The prohibitionists say that it is wrong to sell 
liquor and wrong to license a wrong. Where then does 
the town liquor agencies place him ? We have a flour- 
ishing agency over in Rutland which sells about 
$20,000 of intoxicating liquor a year. If that were 
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all whiskey, at 50 cents a pint it would be 500,000 
drinks a year, 1,600 per day. This kind of license is 
unwise and objectionable because it induces lying in 
order to get liquor and because the state and town 
derive little or no income from the sale. It also 
induces the wrong kind of drinking, that is drinking 
from a bottle around the comer or behind the bam 
instead of drinking as people do living in some parts 
of the civilized world, with their meals principally; 
but what can the eager prohibitionist say about his 
pet theory when he knows he is a partner himself in 
a business which sells 500,000 drinks a year to a pop- 
ulation the size of Rutland. 

There is another feature of the town agency to 
which I will call your attention. Only in a few 
instances has there been a disclosure upon our town 
agency and so far as I know the trial justice in intoxi- 
cation cases has never accepted one as satisfactory. 
Now with 500,000 drinks of whiskey floating around 
Rutland every year — and of course there are a te^ pro- 
hibitionists over there who are supposed not to drink 
any at all — but with that number floating around 
you can well imagine that some poor fellow would get 
more than he ought to have and become intoxicated. 
Undoubtedly that is true, and I have no question but 
that lots of drunks have been caused by the town 
agency's whiskey. Why then isn't the disclosure made 
and why isn't it satisfactory to the court? For the 
simple reason that the prosecuting officers get no fee 
from the town agent and the court exercises its 
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supreme arbitrary right in believing only what it 
chooses — ^never believes anything except what pays. 

The position of the prohibitionist is unfair. He 
says that a majority of the voters of the state approve 
of the present law. Now, all the licenses local option 
party asks is that the question be referred to the 
people. If the prohibitionist is right and a majority 
of the voters of this state approve the present law or 
any prohibitory law, that will settle it. 

Does the prohibitionist, if he is in a minority, 
wish to impose upon the majority a law which the 
majority does not want? 

If he had any faith in the strength of the prohibi- 
tion party, he would be willing to leave that question 
to the people. 

Is there any danger to the welfare of the state to 
allow the people to vote upon itt 
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CHAPTER III. 

Six Weeks of Stumping. 

Here was an achievement. A Vermont audience 
had spent an entire evening listening to a plea for 
local option. Attention was all that was required to 
inaugurate a political revolution. Here were school 
children singing at a '*rum" meeting; while on the 
platform sat several life-long prohibitionists. 

After the meeting several citizens visited Mr. 
Clement at his car, the Grand Isle, standing on the 
tracks near the station. It was agreed that steps be 
taken to organize the local optionists for the state 
convention. The best feeling prevailed. 

There were prohibitionists at the Bethel meeting 
who saw trouble ahead. One of them, a newspaper 
man, returned to his home in another county very- 
much disturbed. He summoned a few friends to his 
ofSce Sunday morning, having dropped in at the town 
agency the day before, and the group spent the morn- 
ing scheming how to save prohibition. At one of the 
churches of the town that morning, the pastor devoted 
his prayer to the same cause. In this prayer Clement 
figured as Beelzebub. 

On April 22, the Grand Isle appeared at White 
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River Junction, in the town of Hartford. No com- 
mittees of leading citizens were at the depot to greet 
Mr. Clement. No glee clubs were preparing to fur- 
nisE music for the evening meeting. No delegations 
from surrounding towns had started for the Junction. 

A lieutenant of Mr. Clement had taken a room at 
the Junction House and had induced about half a 
dozen young men to sit in conference there over "the 
state of the Union/' and only a portion of the local 
option committee that resulted from these conferences 
felt inclined to call on Mr. Clement. It was a clear 
case of frost. 

The person engaged to distribute the bills and 
posters had not done a job that warranted a pre- 
mium, and the man who said that he had engaged a 
band did not attend the meeting. Neither did the 
band. It never came. The meeting was delayed for 
some time waiting for music in consequence. 

The local option committee had invited certain men 
of influence to meet the visitor and talk over the situa- 
tion. Some of them accepted and none of them came. 

Many political runways converge at White River 
Junction. 

Proctor conferences were constantly being held 
there, and the McCuUougrh people were always on hand 
to receive callers. 
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The cold plunge of Clement into this political 
spring was all the more startling. 

There were four or five hundred persons in the 
Junction Hall when State Senator Alfred E. Watson, 
the Proctor leader for that part of the state, rose to 
introduce Mr. Clement. 

**I could do little less/* said the senator, **than 
introduce a man who is my personal friend and a man 
whom I admire for his ability, his independence and 
his courage. Whatever our convictions upon this sub- 
ject may be, we should acknowledge that every man 
has a right to express his own honest conviction upon 
it. It has nearly always happened in campaigns for 
governor that it has been a question of men, not issue. 
In this campaign an issue has been raised by the 
speaker who will address you rather than the usual 
personal contest for governor. Each man can stand 
on his own principles. As an act of courtesy to a per- 
sonal friend I esteem it a pleasure to introduce to you 
Percival W. Clement." 

The speech was much the same as the one delivered 
at Bethel. Mr. Clement was speaking within 200 feet 
of the spot where a state detective engaged in running 
down violators of the prohibitory law shot E. T. 
Gosher. A reference to this produced a mild sensation, 
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although the crowd was composed of so many elements, 
that curiosity was the dominant feeling. 

The Anti-Saloon League had prepared a list of 
the members of the Legislature who had voted in favor 
of the local option license bill of 1900, and had dis- 
tributed printed copies of it in church pews through- 
out the state under the heading of ''The Black List." 
It was a very offensive thing to do and showed a sad 
lack of knowledge of human nature. The reading of 
portions of this list with local application was an effec- 
tive feature of Mr. Clement's speeches. The White 
River Junction audience did not reveal any emotion 
when the black list was read, however. It was simply a 
collection of listeners. 

At the doors of the hall had been stationed men 
who took down the names of workingmen from cer- 
tain mills, and this fact kept some from entering the 
hall. 

The White River Junction meeting served as a 
lesson to the Clement workers which they made good 
use of. After that, they did not engage McCullough 
men to hire bands and bill the town for them. 

How changed the atmosphere when the Grand 
Isle party rolled into Brandon the next day. It was 
more like Bethel. The invitation to Mr. Clement to 
attend a smoke-talk in the town hall had been numer- 
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oxusly signed, and not a seat was vaeant when he 
arrived. Dr. C. W. Peek introduced the vitdtor in a 
spirited speech in which slavery, Phillips and Garrison 
were featured. 

. No speaker could have asked a more sympathetic 
audience and for an hour and a half he made good use 
of his opportunities. 

Coffee and cigars and informal talk as to organiz- 
ing dosed this successful local option evening. 

The rules of the Local Option club organized 
shortly afterward were printed and circularized by 
Q. S. Backus and voters in every town in the state 
received a copy. 

''I will go home tonight and never say another 
word if there has ever been any prohibition in Lud- 
low," exclaimed Mr. Clement in Hammond Hall, the 
following night, April 24, and his Ludlow audience, 
numbering about 400, cheered him to the echo. He 
was introduced by Frank W. Agan. The candidate 
in his rehearsal of the workings of the wheels of jus- 
tiee in reference to the prohibitory law gave an 
account of the case of John 'Neil, who was sentenced 
to pay a fine of $6,000 and serve a term of 54 years. 

Mr. Agan was the type of young men who naturally 
drift into politics and who in 1902 realized that the 
local option issue must be settled even at the hazard 

(4) 
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of loss of prestige in the republican party. He was 
eventually the candidate for governor on the Clement 
local option ticket. 

The following night Mr. Clement had invaded 
Addison county, and at the Opera House at Middle- 
bury he held the attention of about a thousand people 
for about two hours. He was introduced by Herbert 
Cartmell. Nearly every town in the southern part of 
the county was represented in the audience. There 
was no mistaking the fact; his audience heard what 
they wanted to hear — plain words on the workings of 
the prohibitory law. 

T. M. Chapman, who entertained Mr. Clement 
while in Middlebury, said to a newspaper reporter the 
day following: **I have always been a firm believer 
in high license and think that the present law has 
been a curse to the state." 

The reporter had no difficulty in gathering in a 
score of similar expressions of sentiment, although 
some of them, like Chapman, were supporting a pro- 
hibition candidate for governor. 

An attraction at the Middlebury meeting was the 
appearance of some colored minstrels, dubbed by the 
state press as Clement's **coon quartet." These min- 
strels, Clement's dress suit by night and a Mexican 
sombrero by day were served up at many a banquet of 
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newspaper wit during this remarkable campaign, and 
not nntil the prohibitory law was stricken to earth was 
the discovery made that the Clement estimate of Ver- 
mont human nature as men run was more accurate 
than that of the editors of the state. 

Saturday night, completing an unbroken week of 
speaking, found Mr. Clement ringing the changes in 
the city hall of Vergennes after Vittum's orchestra 
and the minstrels were through. Prof. S. H. Roberts 
made the speech of introduction. 

The evening revealed the same sentiment of cor- 
diality toward the freest discussion of the merits of 
high license and local option. Mr. Clement had now 
knocked at doors on the east and west side, and they 
were opened to him. This was not personal politics; 
it was pure political propaganda, and prohibition was 
threatened for the first time in the half century of 
its life. 

This was playing to the galleries, so the local 
option critics were moved to say. It certainly was 
not playing to the ticket office and private boxes of 
the republican theater. It was a direct appeal to the 
people over the heads of the bosses. 

A Sunday of rest, and the assault was renewed. 
Starting at St. Johnsbury, Mr. Clement took a whirl 
through Lyndonville, Hardwick, Morrisville, Chester, 
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winding up for the week on Saturday night at Fair 
Haven. 

The second week of this melodramatic stomping 
tour demonstrated even more than the first that the 
average run of men was very much concerned over 
the workings of state prohibition. 

At St. Johnsbury on the evening of April 28 Mr. 
Clement addressed an audience of about 1000 in Music 
Hall. He was introduced hy a Proctor prohibitionist, 
Senator Alexander Dunnet, who stated that he was not 
a license man but introduced Mr. Clement as an act of 
courtesy. The audience behaved like any audience out 
for an entertainment. The St. Johnsbury band and 
the colored minstrels were given tributes of applause ; 
the speaker of the evening was given a tribute of 
silence. 

St. Johnsbury was the moral capital of Caledonia 
county, the home of prohibition, so to speak. This town 
had what someone has called on another subject a 
''conceited conscience." It enjoyed its prohibition. It 
took pleasure in glancing at the whiteness of its 
robes — ^lily white, it was called by some admirers, a 
moral tint that would be conspicuous in any prohibi- 
tion community. Clement canvassers before his arri- 
val had failed to make any impression upon the pro- 
hibition republican, whose mind was an instrument 
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of intelligence sealed against the approach of reajeK)n 
on the subject of liquor tra£Sc. And one cannot close 
this swift clinic without noting the fact that prohibi- 
tion St. Johnsbury, 1000 strong, warmed to the music 
of the coons and took two hours of local option talk 
as a penance. 

Lyndonville, nine miles to the north, was a Sab- 
bath day's journey from St. Johnsbury in sentiment. 
The Grand Isle was greeted at the station by several 
devoted local optionists, and Music Hall that Tuesday 
night contained the largest audience in its history. 
Mr. Clement was introduced by the Rev. J. C. Bodwell, 
pastor of the Congregational church. It was an audi- 
ence that applauded in the right places — and that was 
frequently. The local optionists were already partly 
organized and were eager to try conclusions with the 
machine in the caucus. The leading men of the place 
were outspoken in their disgust with state prohibition, 
and welcomed an opportunty to express their convic- 
tions in the party councils. 

The next night, Wednesday, April 30, Mr. Clement 
appeared in the Opera House at Hardwick and ad- 
dressed about 400. It was a vigorous speech and was 
roundly applauded. The Lawson Cadet band was 
there to spell the colored minstrels. J. E. Sullivan, a 
granite contractor, introduced. 
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It was a spectacle long to be remembered — ^the local 
band and the warbling minstrels, the earnest faces of 
the hardy workers in stone, the incisive speaker in 
faultless evening attire, driving home his points often 
with clenched fist — ^and finally the countenances of a 
score or more republicans as motionless as a card- 
player with a short flush and all his money in the pot. 

The following night the Grand Isle had crossed 
over into Lamoille county and in the town hall of 
Morrisville he was introduced by Judge H. H. Powers, 
a personal friend of both Proctor and McCullough. 
The local committee had done effective work in organ- 
izing, and delegates were present from many sur- 
rounding towns. 

The Morrisville Military band did their part and 
Clement buttons appeared all over the house. 

Men stood in the aisles for nearly two hours to 
listen to the bill of indictment against prohibition. A 
conference of organizers followed the meeting. 

Then came a run south and back to the east side 
again, and the next night. May 2, Mr. Clement 
appeared at Chester. His cordial reception began at 
the depot and continued until his return to the car. 
Selectman DeWitt Davis introduced the speaker to a 
large audience at the town hall, and the now familiar 
story was gone over. Chester local optionists had been 
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organizing and were determined to carry the Chester 
caucus. 

Still a third time the Grand Isle crossed the moun- 
tain in time to land the local option candidate before 
a large audience in Powell 's Opera House, Fair Haven. 
He was introduced by Lawyer E. D. Raymond, another 
local option Proctor man. After a successful meeting 
the speaker was escorted to a club house, where he 
held an informal reception. 

The lesson of the second week of this whirlwind 
campaign was that the attitude of indifference to 
the plea for local option was a thing of the past. 

The third week of stumping opened with a run 
through Swanton, Newport and Island Pond, and 
closed by meetings at Montpelier, Wallingford and 
Bristol 

On May 5 BuUard's Hall, Swanton, was crowded 
to the doors eager to hear the cause of local option 
expounded. Many had come in from surrounding 
towns. The Swanton brass band was there and so 
were the colored minstrels. John A. Mannix, who 
introduced the speaker, said that the conduct of the 
liquor trafSc was the most important question before 
the public of Vermont. He denounced prohibition as 
a farce and declared that he was proud to introduce 
the first man in the memory of the present generation 
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who had the courage to publically discuss the issue. 
Mr. Clement spoke for nearly two hours to a very 
responsive crowd. 

From Swanton the Grand Isle took a run over to 
Newport, where in Lane's Opera House, the evening 
following, a big crowd, made up of Newport people 
and a generous sprinkling of visitors from neighbor- 
ing towns, had a two-hour dose of local option which 
they seemed to enjoy. Lawyer J. R. Redmond intro- 
duced and the Harmony Band of Newport furnished 
music. Orleans county had not heard such plain talk 
in nearly two generations, and it rather shocked a 
majority of the auditors. 

The next night, May 7, Mr. Clement was in Opera 
House Hall, Island Pond. The whole town seemed 
pleased to greet the local option visitors. Much was 
done to make it pleasant for them. Mr. Clement found 
the hall decorated and over the stage in large letters 
of evergreen was the word ** WELCOME.'' 

Prominent citizens occupied the platform. There 
were many prohibitionists in the audience, but noth- 
ing but the most cordial feelings were expressed. J. 
T. Bates introduced. He said in part: **You and I 
have the opportunity tonight to listen to a man who 
will discuss things as they are. He is a unique man 
in this state in that he has the courage of his convic- 
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tions. He is a unique man because he nails the lies 
about high license as fast as they appear. I think he 
has the ability and grace to occupy the governor's 
chair.'' 

Mr. Clement in his address was very explicit in 
reference to the political situation and his share in it. 
''If the license and local option league never does 
anything else," he said, **it deserves the thanks of the 
whole state of Vermont for bringing one live issue 
into the campaign. You license men are voting for a 
cause. My personality is of no consequence in the 
consideration of it one way or the other. You advocate 
a principle of government; you believe prohibition 
is wrong and license right. I believe as you do ; we 
have a platform and a principle, and standing on it 
we shall surely win. Both of the other candidates are 
looking for votes. They are willing to take license 
votes or any other kind of vote so long as they get a 
hat full — and that is where I differ. I am not asking 
any man to vote for me unless he approves the prin- 
ciples of the platform upon which I stand. I haven't 
asked any personal friend to support me in this state, 
except as he can support license. If nominated for 
governor, I shall do all I can to advance the interests 
of the cause I advocate, and I don't want anyone to 
misunderstand my position. I would rather have the 
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support of one good honest license man than to have 
a dozen hired supporters passing a hat for me." 

The next day, May 8, the Grand Isle was winging 
its way to Montpelier. Armory Hall swarmed with 
license men and prohibitionsts, ministers, anti-saloon 
leaguers, republicans democrats and local option 
people, when Mr. Clement rose to address them. 
Whatever the sentiment of the crowd might be, it was 
hearty in its applause. Mayor J. M. Boutwell intro- 
duced the speaker. There is little doubt that this 
Armory Hall speech had much to do with making the 
political revolt in Washington county formidable. 
That is, the work of organizing Washington county 
sentiment for local option was stimulated by this rally. 
Some of the most effective detail work in the state was 
performed along the banks of the upper Winooski. 

Friday night brought the travelers into the more 
congenial atmosphere of Rutland county, which was 
strongly local option. Standing in People's Hall, 
Wallingford, Mr. Clement exclaimed: **Bead the pro- 
hibitory law. It is our best campaign document. It's 
a corker. ' ' And the response showed that the audience 
appreciated the point. Mr. Clement had been intro- 
duced by A. G. Stone. Local option had been the 
leading topic of conversation for several days, and 
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after the meeting the local option committee were con- 
vinced that prohibition was dead in Wallingford. 

The week of stumping ended at Bristol, where 
Saturday night Clement told the story of the wrongs 
of the public perpetrated under prohibition. W. L. 
Lawrence made a short speech introducing Mr. Clem- 
ent, who found a very sympathetic audience, gathered 
in not only from Bristol but from many neighboring 
towns 

The fourth week of this stumping tour opened on 
the east side again. Starting at Bellows Falls, Mr. 
Clement spoke in Brattieboro, Windsor, Barre, and 
Burlington. On Saturday he appeared at West 
Pawlet in the afternoon and Castleton in the evening. 

Mr. Clement was driven to the Howard Opera 
House, Burlington, behind a pair of milk-white horses. 
From a freight car in the depot yard not from the 
Grand Isle expressmen were unloading barrels, quar- 
ter-barrels and kegs of beer. There were at that 
time a dozen or more McCuUough clubs in that city ; 
these club rooms were all open on the evening of the 
Clement rally, but the local option music quickly 
emptied them. When remonstrated with one man 
said: ''We will listen to Clement first and take in the 
other man's beer afterward." 
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In the east side places mentioned and in Burling- 
ton some progress had been made in organizing, and at 
all of these important towns the size and behavior of 
the crowds at the Clement rallies were more than satis- 
factory to him. In fact it was this fourth week exper- 
ience which demonstrated that prohibition was not 
invincible even in the east side counties. There was 
no incident of note that should retard this narrative. 
All the audiences were large and included the best 
people in these conununities without regard to poli- 
tics. 

On Saturady May 17, Mr. Clement spoke twice. 
He was introduced to a West Pawlet audience at 2 
in the afternoon by L. T. Sheldon and to a Gastleton 
audience in the evening by Philip R. Leavenworth. 

Mr. Clement began his fifth week at Poultney, 
where he was well received. 

On Tuesday night the 20th, came the home rally 
and the Rutland Opera House could not have con- 
tained more people. 

The tension was made more intense by the struggle 
of the Proctor lieutenants to gain control of the Rut- 
land republican committee. A caucus date fixed 
by six members of the committee in accordance with 
the wishes of the Clement people, had been disturbed 
by the action of one of the members withdrawing his 
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name from the call. Six Proctor members of the 
committee then fixed a later date for the caucus. A 
mass meeting of republican voters had also been called 
by petition according to the party constitution for 
the purpose of determining what action was legal. 

Mr. Clement devoted some time to this local situa- 
tion. ''We got along well enough in this campaign," 
said Mr. Clement, ''until the question of a caucus 
came up. I found throughout the state that Proctor 
had been claiming that Clement could not carry his 
own city. Now, I am a resident of this city and the 
only resident here running for governor. I claim that 
common courtesy should allow me the privilege of 
naming the caucus date. When I returned home and 
was asked about it, I said that I want it at an early 
date. If Rutland is behind me, I want to know it. 
If her people believe in license, I want to know it. I 
believe they are. • • • • i am going into the 
county next week, and I should like to have the pres- 
tige and benefit of a good caucus in the city of Rut- 
land before I go." 

The point was of course, that the Proctor people 
were scoring for a late day for holding of the Rutland 
caucus to elect delegates to the state convention ; while 
the Clement people were scoring for an early day, 
as they wished to demonstrate to the state how 
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strongly local option and the Clement candidacy were 
entrenched in the city of Rutland. 

It may be stated in passing that the Clement forces 
carried both the so-called Clement caucus of May 22 
and the Proctor caucus of June 6. The mass conven- 
tion of republican voters recognized the Clement cau- 
cus by a majority of 725, and its delegates were 
admitted into the convention at Montpelier. The city 
of Rutland at that time was in one way a political 
chaos. The headquarters of the Local Option League 
of Vermont was a storm center. There was also a 
flourishing and self-sustaining Clement club; while 
the democratic city committee, the Clementized repub-^ 
lican city committee and the local option city com- 
mittee were all working in harmony. All party lines 
and afiSiliations of the past seemed lost in the deter- 
mination of the voters to get rid of state prohibition. 

*'The so-called Proctor caucus, Friday night," re- 
marked the Rutland Herald, referring to the June 6 
caucus, **was attended by such a racket that it at- 
tracted the attention of telegraph operators on the 
east side. The play of the band and the cheers of the 
crowd on Merchant's Row in front of the local option 
headquarters were distinctly heard over the wires at 
White River Junction. A Quebec operator asked 
White River Junction what was going on in Vermont, 
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and he was told that the republican party in Rutland 
was taking control of itself. ' ' 

Measured by the standards of partisanship as they 
had been developed in this state, Mr. Clement was by 
no means an ideal candidate for public ofSce. In the 
first place he was not a good ** mixer.'' He made 
little attempt to remember names or faces. He was 
lacking in the art of personal diplomacy on the street 
or in public places where men congregate. He had 
no notion of rewarding his friends or punishing his 
enemies. He was innocent of politics as a game, was 
impatient when political deals were suggested to him 
and took little interest in the details of the canvass. 

Upon the other hand, Mr. Clement was by nature 
constructed to beat down a fetich like prohibition. 
Personal abuse passed by him without leaving a mark 
of any sort. Thus he was followed in his travels by 
birds that struck notes like this of the Jericho Press : 
*'P. W. Clement, high license candidate for governor 
and advocate of delerium tremens, accompanied by a 
number of servants, among them four negroes, passed 
through town yesterday enroute for St. Johnsbury, 
where he was to read a manuscript last night. He 
appears more like the Czar of Russia than a Yer- 
monter.'' 



64 NINETEEN-TWO IN VEBMONT. 

A commercial traveler was sitting beside a pro- 
hibitionist on the piazza of the Windsor hotel when 
Mr. Clement passed with a friend. The traveling man 
pointed him out to his acquaintance. **Well," re- 
marked the prohibitionist, ''he does not look like a 
drinking man." 

Such bitterness and such ignorance could not be 
reached by an appeal to reason; for reason wasn't 
there. Neither could bitterness and ignorance dis- 
turb that battle-smile as Clement ripped oflE the 
side of the prohibition structure and exposed its rot- 
tenness in the presence of thousands of cheering Ver- 
monters. 

This was not a job for a politician. It needed a 
character who could kill an ugly thing in short order 
without counting the personal cost. 

This Rutland meeting was on Tuesday and the rest 
of the week was occupied in another of those whirl- 
wind tours that kept the old party leaders guessing. 
He was in the auditorium at St. Albans on Wednesday, 
in Randolph on Thursday, in Woodstock on Friday 
and in Springfield Saturday night. 

The local optionists had every reason to expect a 
big vote at St. Albans, judging from the enthusiasm 
of Clement's reception and the way the local organi- 
zation was carrying on its work. The sentiment of 
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the people was for high license and local option. 
There was not the slightest doubt about that. But 
Former Governor Smith had set his heart on making 
Proctor a present of the St. Albans delegation to the 
republican convention; while McCullough's influence 
in railroad circles made canvassing for votes in the 
shops a hopeless task. The railroad men went to the 
caucus in a body, and carried the day. No wonder 
the Messenger retired to its comer and sat down with 
a thump. The caucus vote, we will anticipate enough 
to say, was McCullough, 625 ; Proctor, 286 ; Clement, 
247. Listen to the Messenger: *'It is sufficient to say 
that as a political element in the McCullough organiza- 
tion, the Central Vermont Railroad company's end of 
it was the most solid and compact political organiza- 
tion ever seen in this city." 

"Whether it was money or the settlement of a rail- 
road strike or both that took St. Albans away from 
E. C. Smith and disguised the local option majority 
into a meager fraction for Clement, it is not our prov- 
ince to conjecture. 

The Randolph and Woodstock meetings gave prom- 
ise of substantial support. And the Springfield rally 
was a surprise to many. Voters drove from miles 
around and showed intense interest in the movement. 
S. D. Wilson, the '* spotter," who was tried in June 

(5) 
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at Woodstock for manslaughter in shooting E. T. 
Gosher (Goshea) on the piazza of the Junction House, 
White River Junction, had been acquitted on June 12. 
While this trial was in progress there were caucuses 
in 14 Windsor county towns, and Clement delegates 
were elected in nine of them. 

**It is probable,'* remarked the St. Albans Mes- 
senger, **that no state event in this memorable year 
of activities has occasioned more surprise, and it is 
not too much to say, more disappointment, than the 
acquittal of S. D. Waite." 

Said the Montpelier Journal: *'It had been gen- 
erally supposed that the * spotter Waite' would receive 
some sort of punishment for the wilful shooting of an 
innocent, unarmed man at White River Junction, but 
the jury did not see it in that way. Human life must 
be down several points in the Windsor county 
market.'' 

It might be well here to note that shortly after his 
acquittal Mr. Wilson sued Percival W. Clement for 
damages in consequence of statements about Wilson 
alleged to have been made by Clement on the plat- 
form. Clement won out on the first trial of this case. 
At the second trial, which was ordered by the higher 
courts, the plaintiff was given a verdict of $1,000 
damages. 
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The week selected for a carriage trip through Rut- 
land county proved at times stormy and disagreeable, 
but the result of the stumping in the small towns was 
very satisfactory. 

On Monday, the 26th of May, Mr. Clement spoke 
in Sherburne, Pittsfield, Chittenden and Mendon. 
Farmers turned out in force in spite of the rain and 
paid close attention to the visitor's message. 

On Tuesday Mr. Clement drove through Benson, 
Hubbardton and Sudbury, speaking about an hour in 
each place. Wednesday was devoted to Tinmouth, 
Danby Four Corners and Danby. On Thursday he 
spoke in Mount Holly, Shrewsbury, and Clarendon. 
Friday was Memorial Day, and on Saturday Clement 
drove to Ira and spoke. Clement, by the way, carried 
the caucuses in 10 out of the 13 towns he visited that 
week. 
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CHAPTER IV 

Republican State Convention. 

The result of the republican caucuses was a dead- 
lock, no one of the three candidates commanding a 
majority. If the truth were known, all three candidates 
in this spectacular campaign were more or less sur- 
prised. 

However, the ground-swell of the local option up- 
heaval had landed the standard-bearers of the Proctor 
machine and of the McCuUough-Dillingham group 
upon the shoals, and they and the local option people 
went into the convention to measure forces. 

Sunday night before the convention a cloud burst 
on the mountains near Middlesex. Many highways 
and bridges were swept away. The Central Vermont 
service was crippled. Delegates went to Montpelier 
via Newport over the St. Johnsbury and Lake Cham- 
plain railroad. A freight train ran into a chasm near 
Waterbury killing all the crew but one. 

All three candidates for governor arrived at Mont- 
pelier on Tuesday June 17. Travel had been inter- 
rupted by a washout at Middlesex, west of Montpelier. 
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The Clement special from Rutland comity ran via 
Bellows Falls and White Hiver Junction. Two extra 
coaches and two extra sleepers were decorated and 
labeled: '^HIGH LICENSE AND LOCAL OPTION. 
P. W. CLEMENT FOE GOVERNOR." 

At Bellows Falls these cars were cut out and run 
on a special schedule to Montpelier. Mr. Proctor, Mr. 
Morse and Mr. Raymond of Fair Haven were passen- 
gers on this special, riding in the last coach. The 
colored quartet was in evidence and there was some 
good-natured bantering at the expense of the Proctor 
group, who responded in kind. 

The Central Vermont train bearing Bennington, 
Addison and Chittenden county delegates was stopped 
at the transfer from Waterbury to Middlesex. Some 
delegates drove to Montpelier paying as high as $2.50 
for the service. Mr. Clement's car ran ahead of the 
local option special on the east side. Gen. McCuUough 
drove in by way of Hardwick, where he went from 
Burlington over the St. Johnsbury & Lake Champlain 
railroad. He was accompanied by several political 
friends. 

Senator Redfield Proctor, upon the other hand, 
entered the capital city, no one seemed to know how 
or when. For the first time in 25 years it made little 
difference, as his word could not determine the nomi- 
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nation. What he did do was to settle a difference of 
opinion among Fletcher Proctor's friends. Some ad- 
vised him not to go into the convention ; but the vener- 
able senator, whose political judgment had an unerring 
quality of sagacity and intuitive foresight in political 
matters, as political matters had been for a quarter of 
a century, thought otherwise. He advised his son to 
stick ; but at that time the senator did not realize that 
a caucus dollar and a wholesome principle of state had 
grappled and could not be called off. Senator Proctor 
had built up a machine in Vermont very much upon 
the methods of Thurlow Weed and the so-called 
** Albany Regency" — the barter of patronage for par- 
tisan favors — ^but such a traffic was powerless while 
the forces of a paid army and the champions of a 
public policy faced each other upon the sands. 

The Pavilion hotel was the headquarters of the 
McCuUough forces ; while farther along the street the 
Proctor delegates registered themselves at the Ex- 
change hotel and the Clement delegates at Knights 
of Columbus Hall. 

Many west side delegates were held at Burlington 
on account of the county convention which nominated 
D. J. Foster. 

Kittredge Haskins was renominated for Congress 
at Montpelier on Wednesday. 
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On that evening the state committee was in session 
as a committee on credentials. 

The Local Option League, in session at the Clement 
headquarters, formulated license local option and cau- 
cus resolutions, which were printed and distributed 
about town with the statement that they would be 
offered in the convention on Thursday. 

At this meeting of the league a motion was made 
to remove Joseph Auld from the executive committee. 
Mr. Auld said that he was pledged to Fletcher Proctor 
before Clement entered the field. For years he had 
fought the battle for local option. Mr. Clement, who 
was in the chair, said that he did not think it was the 
proper time to make the change suggested. The prin- 
ciple for which the league was organized should pre- 
vail without reference to any candidate. And here 
the matter dropped. 

It was a warm day in June. The Armory was not 
an architectural beauty, but an arena for the partisan 
finals. 

In front of the Pavilion hotel stood squads of 
delegates, guarded, back and fore, by what seemed like 
McCullough contingents, and when they went to the 
convention hall they advanced like details of soldiers 
properly oflScered. Vermont never saw anything like 
it before. 



72 NINETEEN TWO IN VERMONT. 

Ira R. Allen of Fair Haven, chairman of the 
republican state committee, called the convention to 
order at 11:25 o'clock and prayer was offered by 
Rev. L. F. Reed of the Bethany Church, Montpelier. 

Alfred E. Watson of Hartford, secretary of the 
state committee, read the convention call and pro- 
ceeded to a roll-call of delegates, which reading was 
suspended on the motion of John W. Stewart of 
Middlebury. 

Mr. Allen presented the names of the temporary 
organization as follows: Chairman, Edward D. Ray- 
mond, Rutland county ; secretary, Harvey R. Kingsley, 
Rutland county; assistant secretaries, Charles Batch- 
elder, Windsor county, George H. Howard, Orleans 
county. 

Mr. Raymond was not a delegate, Fair Haven being 
a Clement town, he a supporter of Proctor and 
a local optionist. There had been some objection to 
his serving as chairman, but the state committee stood 
firm. The status of this local option supporter of 
prohibition candidate for governor when he arose to 
preside over a convention of which he was not a dele- 
gate is a little pot-pourri detail that will not escape 
notice. 

Mr. Raymond's eyes met a tumultuous and billowy 
sea of faces as he advanced to the chair and exposed 
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a manuscript. The convention was in no mood for 
oratory; but, Mr. Baymond with firm voice and un- 
ruffled dignity, proceeded with his address which he 
delivered as follows: 

Two years ago when the republicans of Vermont 
assembled in convention the country had entered upon 
its era of marvelous prosperity. Wise and sane meas- 
ures executed by wise and sane men, had placed the 
nation's credit on a high and enduring basis. The 
respect entertained abroad for American brains and 
mimhood as well as American military and naval 
prowess had immeasurably increased. 

In a word new forces seemed to be developing 
among our people and there was good promise that 
the nation was about to enter upon an era of material 
growth and authority in the world's affairs never 
dreamed of even by those who builded wisely and well 
in the early days of the republic. 

Much has happened in two years. President Mc- 
Kinley, loved by his party and respected by all, has 
passed on to the final christening of martyrdom. Theo- 
dore Eoosevelt, by the simple method ordained by 
the constitution, has become president. In him the 
republic has a chief executive — ^honest, capable and 
fearless. He has for years been in the file in all that 
was best in our nation's life. He is a worthy succes- 
sor of William McKinley. 

The republican party commands the confidence of 
the people. AU our industries have responded to the 
new stimulus, and American trade has been out on 
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its new crusade, not to conquer the world, but to trade 
with it on terms advantageous to all concerned. 

**The debtor nation/' says Secretary Hay, **has 
become the chief creditor nation, and the financial cen- 
ter of the world which required thousands of years to 
journey from the Euphrates to the Capital Thames 
and the Capital Seine, seems passing to the banks of 
the Hudson between daybreak and dark." 

Cuba has been given the blessing of free govern- 
ment. The insurrection in the Philippines has been 
quelled. The best of American manhood is being 
spent for the regeneration of those islands. "Whether or 
not the occupation of the Philippines could have 
been avoided is a question which now serves little or 
no purpose to discuss. We cannot retire. We have 
stepped into the vortex of an Asiatic. Pacific rivalry 
and we must perforce play our part. To abandon the 
Philippines would be not only an act of cowardice 
on our part but it would mean the establishment of 
some form of despotism in the islands. 

The democratic party stands before the people 
brilliant in destructive criticism but impotent in con- 
structive statesmanship. Mr. Bryan in a recent speech 
announced that the democratic party must seek an- 
other Moses. According to the Scriptures it was not 
Moses but Joshua who led the children of Israel into 
the promised land. It is not impossible that another 
Moses may be found, but Joshua doth not appear. 

In Vermont we have our problems pressing for 
solution, but we say to our critics that we are amply 
able to solve them, but we will solve them in our way 
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and solve them rightly. The quegtion of proper 
regalation of liquor traffic is now demanding serious 
and earnest consideration of the people of Vermont. 
The question, like Banquo's ghost, will not down. 
That there is today a widespread dissatisfaction with 
the workings of the prohibitory law can no longer be 
denied. That this dissatisfaction comes from the 
friends of temperance as well as its enemies must be 
admitted. 

The right of the liquor law to exist is challenged. 
It has been summoned before the bar of public opinion 
for judgment. If it can show good cause why it 
should be retained, it will not be disturbed ; if it can- 
not, judgment will be and should be entered up 
against it. Methods of temporizing and indirection 
will not meet the situation. The issue must be met 
and decided on its merits. 

The tension of the hour was not suited for the con- 
templation of political history and Mr. Allen twice 
threatened to clear the galleries as one measure of 
relief from the noise. The day was hot and many fans 
were fluttering. 

The temporary organization was then made per- 
manent on the motion of Mr. Stewart. 

A gentleman from Washington county protested 
against the action of the state committee, acting as a 
committee on credentials, in seating Floyd Flanders 
as a delegate from Orange in the place of G. L. Jack- 
son. The motion was opposed by Frank C. Archibald 
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of Bennington county, who moved that the roU-eall 
prepared by the state committee be made the roll-call 
of the convention. The Orange caucus, it was claimed, 
had admitted democrats by means of which a Clement 
delegate had been chosen. The committee had un- 
seated him and admitted his antagonist. After some 
discussion the Archibald motion prevailed. 

The announcement of this committee on resolu- 
tions followed: 

J. W. Stewart Addison County 

J. A. Fowler Bennington County 

C. D. Brainard Caledonia County 

C. G. Peck Chittenden County 

J. H. Beattie Essex County 

0. S. Rixford ' Franklin County 

H. W. Marvin Grand Isle County 

C. H. Steams Lamoille County 

W. B. Vial Orange County 

Henry Cleveland Orleans County 

J. A. Merrill Rutland County 

J. P. Lawson Washington County 

F. L. Houghton Windham County 

Milford Sowles Windsor County 

J. C. Jones of Rutland submitted the following 
resolution : V-j 

Whereas, the agitation for the repeal of the law 
prohibiting the traiBc in intoxicating liquors makes 
it apparent that there is a considerable portion of the 



REPUBLICAN STATE CONVENTION. 77 

republican party which desires such repeal, and the 
substitution of a different regulation, 

THEREFORE, republicans demand that the Leg- 
islature pass a high license local option law, and that 
the same be submitted to the voters of Vermont, and 
become effective only when a majority of the voters 
of the state signify their approval, in the same man- 
ner as the prohibition law became effective fifty years 
ago. 

Mr. Stewart moved that the resolution lie on the 
table until the platform committee was ready to 
report. He assured his '^ friend from Rutland" that, 
if the motion prevailed, he would call up Mr. Jon^' 
resolution after the committee had reported. Mr. 
Jones then demanded that a time be set for action 
upon his resolution. 

Mr. Steward said: '*I have drafted a resolution 
on this subject that may meet with my friend's views. ' ' 

Mr. Jones moved to amend by naming 2 :30 o'clock 
as the time his resolution be considered. The amend- 
ment was declared out of order, the Steward motion 
passed, and recess voted until 2:30 o'clock. 

The afternoon ses&don opened at 2 :50 o'clock, when 
Mr. Steward read the platform as drafted by the 
committee on resolutions, endorsing the Philippine 
policy of the administration as well as reciprocity 
with Cuba. 
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The local option issue was reserved for debate. 
The platform was adopted. 

Mr. Stewart then took up the primary resolution 
of the Local Option league, which had been intro- 
duced by a Clement delegate and ordered to lie. It 
read as follows: 

The convention recommends that the next Legis- 
lature enact a law regulating primaries or caucuses, 
called for the purpose of putting in nomination can- 
didates for the various town, city, county and state 
ofiSces and to provide such rules and regulations as 
shall safeguard the purity of nominations as well as 
elections, and also to provide adequate punishment for 
those violating the same. 

The resolution was adopted unanimously. 

Mr. Stewart thus cleared the way for the con- 
sideration of the other Local Option league resolution, 
introduced by Mr. Jones, providing a referendum on 
the liquor question. The McCullough leader then 
read this resolution which, he said, the platform com- 
mittee had agreed upon: 

Resolved, That the republican party of Vermont 
adhere to its long cherished belief that the unrestricted 
traffic in intoxicating liquors is a public evil and that 
material modification of the existing law on that 
subject should be made only after thorough discussion 
and mature deliberation by the people and we request 



SEPUBLICAN STATE CONVENTION. 79 

the state legislature at its next session to make pro- 
vision for ascertaining the will of the people by direct 
vote upon the acceptance or rejection of a license and 
local option law regulating the sale of intoxicating 
liquors and further providing that upon popular vote 
in favor of such a law, duly ascertained, the same 
shall be and become a statute law of the state in force. 

On motion to substitute this for the Jones resolu- 
tion, Mr. Jones asked 10 minutes to consider it. The 
request was granted. When the time was up, the 
following colloquy took place : 

Jones — ^Do I understand that the next Legislature 
shall pass a high license law 

Stewart — ^Yes, necessarily so. It must pass such 
a law. 

Jones — ^A referendum could be submitted without 
submitting any law. 

Stewart — The Legislature is supreme. They can 
pass any local option law or do as they please. This 
is not a demand but a petition. Representatives to 
be elected next September, I suppose, will be in- 
structed upon this question. Then let the people say 
what they please. 

Jones — Is it the purpose of this resolution to ask 
the Legislature to pass a high license bill? 

Stewart — It is just that. 

Jones — Then we accept it. 

The resolution was then adopted. 



80 NINETEEN'TWO IN VEBMONT. 

The prohibitionist wotild not submit to such a 
defeat. W. W. Miles and Gen. Butterfield of Orleans 
county struggled vainly for recognition. 

Mr. Barber of Bennington moved a reconsideration 
to permit Mr. Miles to oflfer an amendment. The 
motion was carried. 

Mr. Miles moved to amend by striking out all the 
words of the resolution after ** public evil," so that 
it shall read : * * That the republican party of Vermont 
adheres to its long-cherished belief that unrestricted 
traffic in intoxicating liquors is a public evil." 

Gen. Butterfield supported the resolution, which 
was lost. 

Mr. Prouty of Orleans county moved that the 
resolution be amended by striking out all of the words 
after **will of the people by direct vote upon the," 
and inserting in lieu thereof the words **upon the con- 
tinuance or repeal of the prohibitory law." So that 
the resolution shall read: **That the republican party 
of Vermont adheres to its long-cherished belief that 
unrestricted traffic in intoxicating liquors is a pub- 
lic evil, and that material modification of existing 
law on that subject should be made only after thorough 
discussion and mature deliberation by the people, and 
we request the state legislature at its next session 
to make provision for ascertaining the will of the 
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people by direct vote upon the continuance or repeal 
of the prohibitory law." 

This amendment also was lost. 

Thus the way was made clear for the nominating 
speeches more to the relief of an uneasy gallery than 
to the prohibitionists. 

Dr. C. W. Peck of Brandon was then recognized 
by the chair and proceeded to make his nomination 
speech. He said: 

Mr. President and Gentlemen : This is the delegated 
strength of the republican party of the state of Ver- 
mont assembled at this time and place for the express 
purpose of nominating its state ofiScers for the next 
two years. The success of any party, whether moral, 
social or political, depends upon the motives which 
prompt it and the wisdom with which it is directed. It 
is not enough that any party or organization should 
live on the merits of its past history, no matter how 
famous that history may be. It should have for its 
object live issues ; it should stand for a principle, and 
that principle should be for the greatest good to the 
greatest number. 

Abraham Lincoln in his short but famous speech 
at the dedication of the national cemetery at Gettys- 
burg said this was a government of the people, for 
the people, and by the people. Of such I am. My 
voice has no familiar sound to you in your political 
meetings. I am no politician, but I bring to you 
today the voice of the people who demand an honest 

(6) 
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vote and a man for governor who stands for a prin- 
ciple. Sixty-five years ago Wendell Phillips and 
William Lloyd Garrison stood for a principle. That 
principle was the equality of all mankind before the 
law. The man whom I shall ask you to put in nomi- 
nation for governor of your state today stands for a 
principle, and that principle is that every man shall 
have the right to eat and drink what he wishes, pro- 
vided he does not abuse his privilege or interferes 
with any other person's individual right. This man has 
an unaUoyed lineage. He has individual merits that 
were apparent when we were schoolboys together. A 
careful observation of his career from that time to the 
present enables me to know whereof I speak. He comes 
to this convention, not with mercenary ballots, but 
with a clean and honest support of the people, and 
it gives me pleasure to present the name of a man for 
governor of our state who has had the moral courage 
to publicly dismantle the false front of the present 
prohibitory liquor law of fifty years standing. A man 
not bound down by old political adhesions, but a man 
of the people and for the people. That man is the 
Hon. P. W. Clement of Rutland. 

F. C. Partridge of Proctor followed with these 
words : 

^^lv, President and Gentlemen of the Convention: 
The governor of this state ought to be a representative 
of those things which are most Vermont-like and typi- 
cal of those sterling qualities which have made our 
Green Mountain state of good repute everywhere. Such 
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a man, not in behalf of any section, but in behalf of a 
great body of loyal republicans throughout the state, 
I desire to present to this convention. His identity 
with Vermont is complete. He is a representative 
type of Vermont's younger, but mature manhood. 
Young, to be sure in years, but thoroughly experienced 
in every field of public activity which could fit one 
for the high office of our chief executive. In the 
sphere of town affairs, where have been laid the 
foundations that have given New England and New 
Englanders pre-eminence in the political life of the 
nation, he has served a full apprenticeship. He has held 
the usual town offices. The public duties common to 
every local community he has never shunned. As secre- 
tary of civil and miltary affairs, as a member of the 
senate, as a member of the house twice, each time by 
the unanimous vote of his town, he has been brought 
into close touch with the machinery of legislation and 
with our state institutions. His position on the chief 
public question at present before the public of this 
state is not uncertain nor equivocal. In his private life 
and relations and in every official position he is and 
always has been a true friend and a true defender of 
the prohibitory law. He has the generous support of 
some who may be not in accord with that position, 
who, notwithstanding, recognize in his consistency and 
frankness another evidence of his many manly quali- 
ties which mark him as the ideal candidate. In his 
business life he has demonstrated his great executive 
ability. As speaker of the last house his fairness of 
judgment and uniform democratic bearing and sym- 
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pathies and in every relation of life, show honesty and 
conrage of purpose. 

If this convention make him its nominee he will 
carry the standard of republican principles forward 
to a sure and increased victory. I nominate as our 
candidate for governor Fletcher D. Proctor. 

Judge John Y. Carney of Bennington then arose 

to put in nomination a fellow townsman. The judge 

said: 

We are not here today for political strife, but to 
help forward the best interests of the republican party 
of Vermont. (Jen. McCullough meets you with an 
outstretched hand and a cordial word. He knows no 
high and no low. He meets all with words of encour- 
agement, and, if necessary, with financial help in the 
time of need. [Prolonged laughter and applause.] 
Bennington county is entitled to the office of governor 
this year, and we ask it as a right. The justice of our 
daim should and does appeal to every voter. Gten. 
McCullough stands squarely on the constitution of 
the state. He can be trusted. He is worthy of your 
love and respect. 

The judge concluded by formally nominating John 
G. McCullough of Bennington for governor. 

Frank W. Agan of Ludlow seconded the nomina- 
tion of Clement, who, he declared, had started in six 
weeks ago, and now had a following which would 
stand battering from the convention even if it con- 
tinued until Saturday night. The local optionists, 
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he exclaimed, were prepared to follow this rough rider 
of Vermont to the finish. 

Other delegates, seconding nominations, rose in 
rapid succession. Emmet McFeeters of Enosburg 
seconded for McCullough; J. P. Marr of Barre sec- 
onded for Clement, as did also C. R. Crosby of 
Brattldboro, C. W. Webster of Morrisville and W. S. 
Vincent of Burlington ; F. D. Hale of Lunenburg and 
W. B. Viall of Randolph seconded for Proctor; H. E. 
Parker of Bradford, C. H. Steams of Johnson and 
A. B. Norse of Caledonia county seconded for Mc- 
Cullough. 

The balloting then began. Errors necessitated a 
recount in Chittenden, Washington and Windham 
counties, after which the chairman announced the 
result of the first ballot as follows: 

FIRST BALLOT. 

Total ; 725 

Necessary for choice 363 

County McCullough Clement Proctor 

Addison 45 13 4 

Bennington 48 — — 

Caledonia 26 5 18 

Chittenden 33 24 8 
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Essex 


6 


4 


10 


Franklin 


25 




30 


Grand Tsle 


2 


4 


5 


Lamoille 


21 


6 


4 


Orange 


25 




18 


Orleans 


26 




22 


Rutland 


1 


60 


32 


Washington 


30 


26 


7 


Windham 


19 


28 


14 


Windsor 


17 


51 


8 



Total 324 221 180 

At the close of the first ballot the chairman de- 
clared that there was no choice and requested the 
delegates to prepare for a second ballot. 

A gentleman from Chittenden county moved that 
the delegates be polled. The motion was lost. 

On the second ballot Proctor lost two Caledonia 
county votes and one Essex county vote to McCuUough, 
making the total McCuUough, 327; Clement, 221; 
Proctor, 177. 

F. C. Partridge of Rutland county was recognized 

and said: 

Mr. Chairman: The gentleman whose name I had 
the honor to present to this convention is first of all 
in his public relations a true Vermonter and a true 
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repuUican. He has no desire to have his candidacy 
continued any longer than that course promises the 
most for the public good. In the present contingency, 
taking all the circumstances as they exist into account, 
he believes that he can contribute more to those ends 
which he deems essential to the state and to the party, 
that he can contribute more to promote harmony and 
unity ¥rithin the party and to the future republican- 
ism of Vermont by causing his name to be withdrawn. 
I now desire to second the nomination of Gen. 
McCuUough. 

A moment of silence, in which this turn of affairs 

was taken in — ^and then a volume of cheers and groans. 

It was dramatic. Dr. C. W. Peck of Brandon jumped 

to his feet and exclaimed, *'God Almighty hates a 

quitter. It seems now as if McCullough will not have 

to spend another dishonest dollar.^' 

Hisses and cheers greeted this outburst. Half the 
members of the convention were on their feet, and 
for a time the gavel of the chairman and the volume of 
turbulent voices contended for the mastery. 

Peck, Jones, S. J. Beatty of Burlington, and other 
Clement delegates vainly attempted to gain recogni- 
tion from the chair. Jones was standing on a chair 
addressing the presiding officer, but he was refused 
recognition. Behind him stood a delegate from Orange 
county, who shouted to Jones: '*! would not stay here 
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and be fouled in this way ! ' ' Jones thereupon threw 
a bunch of Clement ballots high in the air and called 
out, **We ¥rill not stand such treatment. I ask every 
Clement delegate to follow me out of this hall. Mc- 
CuUough has not money enough to keep us here ! ' ' 

Then followed a wild rush for the door. 

The report of the secretary of the convention reads 
at this point: **The chairman, having restored order, 
announces that he recognizes J. C. Jones of Rutland. 
Announcement that Mr. Jones has left the hall.'' 

The chair finally returned to parliamentary rule 
when he recognized Dr. C. R. Crosby of Brattleboro, 
a Clement delegate who said: **We came here to vote 
for one candidate; but I do not think it proper for 
any man to try to stampede the convention. I do 
not believe that it is Mr. Clement's idea to bolt. As 
for me I am prepared to stand by my guns." 

After the vacancies in the list of tellers made by 
the retiring members had been filled a third ballot was 
taken with this result. 

Total 534 

Necessary for choice 268 

County McCnllough Clement Proctor 

Addison 47 8 — 

Bennington 48 — — 

Caledonia 32 — 11 
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Chittenden 


34 


11 


7 


Essex 


12 


4 


1 


Franklin 


26 


7 


4 


Grand Isle 


3 




4 


Lamoille 


25 






Orange 


31 




11 


Orleans 


41 


1 


1 


Rutland 


20 


6 


3 


Washington 


36 


2 




Windham 


27 


18 




Windsor 


23 


30 





Total 405 87 42 

Gen. McCnllough's nomination was made unani- 
mous on motion of Col. C. A. Miles of Brattleboro. 

Judge Carney of Bennington, Mr. Partridge of 
Rutland and Dr. Crosby of Windham counties were 
named by the chair a committee to wait on Mir. 
McCidlough and escort him to the hall. 

Meantime the convention proceeded to fill out the 
rest of the state ticket. E. M. Bartlett of Brighton 
was nominated by A. A. Pomeroy of Essex county for 
lieutenant governor. F. W. Baldwin of Barton was 
nominated by W. W. Miles of the same town and 
Zed S. Stanton of Washington county was nominated 
by Frank Plumley. Two ballots were required to 
make choice of lieutenant governor as follows: 
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LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR. 







Ist Ballot 




2d BaUot 


County 


Stanton Bartlett Baldwin 


StAn. 


Bald. 


Addison 


35 


5 


10 


31 


8 


Bennington 


.30 


3 


12 


31 


7 


Caledonia 


1 


4 


37 


5 


33 


Chittenden 


9 


15 


22 


21 


17 


Essex 


• • 


19 


• • 


4 


14 


Franklin 


7 


1 


41 


5 


45 


Grand Tsle 


• • 


4 


4 




10 


Lamoille 


3 


12 


10 


15 


10 


Orange 


20 


3 


20 


21 


22 


Orleans 


7 


3 


37 


17 


29 


Rutland 


2 


24 


7 


5 


18 


Washington 


36 


• • 


1 


55 


1 


Windham 


29 


8 


8 


33 


8 


Windsor 


36 


1 


. . 


21 


4 


Total 


215 


99 


207 


240 


226 



Gen. MeCuUough arrived in the hall just at the 
announcement of no choice on the first ballot for lieu- 
tenant governor. He was given a warm reception as 
he mounted the platform and spoke in this way: — 

'*I would like to know the meaning of all this tu- 
mult. Can it be that a Kansas cyclone has been trans- 
planted to Vermont? Really, I think not, as I do 
not see the people making for their cellars ; but rather 
I see a party of jubilant Vermont republicans. Your 
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enthusiasm has changed from a gentle zephyr to a 
Vermont whirl¥rind, which is to sweep you on to 
glorious victory in the fall. The pre-convention cam- 
paign has heen somewhat queer in the appearance, 
disappearance and reappearance of candidates. I 
have never seen its like since I became a Vermonter. 
But that is all over. Republicans are safe again, 
where they have been many years before. Like the 
waves during a tempest, they have now become one 
as a sea. I am glad it has been discovered that I am 
not a man entirely without a country, and I congrat- 
ulate Vermonters that they have resolved that men 
living within the state for 30 years are entitled to 
hold some of its offices." [Cheers.] 

The convention took a recess and reconvened at 
8.30 in the evening. After the choice of a new state 
committee a second ballot resulted in the choice of 
Mr. Stanton for lieutenant governor, as appears in the 
above table. 

John L. Bacon was nominated for state treasurer 
by acclamation. 

Horace F. F. Graham of Craftsbury was nomi- 
nated for state auditor on the second ballot, his com- 
petitors being Horace W. Bailey, Silas W. Flinn, 
Max L. Powell and C. H. Thompson. 
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Frederick G. Fleetwood was nominated for secre- 
tary of state by acclamation — and the work of the 
memorable convention of 1902 was completed at 9.30 
o'clock. 
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CHAPTER V. 

Republican Insursents. 

In the mean time Mr. Clement with his editor had 
taken a stroll into the country after lunch. He heard 
a hasty account of the morning's proceedings of the 
convention and expressed the opinion that his friends 
would receive fair treatment. 

The two men had not been long back from their 
walk and were seated in the private car Grand Isle 
when the sound of a band and the shouts of hundreds 
of people were heard. 

It might have meant that the local optionists had 
won. Shortly the depot park and the depot platform 
were packed with an excited throng. They were in 
the main a determined set of men who were ready for 
business. Several climbed into the car and reported 
the doings in the convention. The crowd outside was 
cheering and calling for Clement. The band had 
ceased pla3dng Onward Christian Soldiers. Some of 
Mr. Clement's friends in the car were advising cau- 
tion in view of the unexpected turn of affairs. The 
leader himself was perfectly calm and undisturbed. 
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Dr. Peck spoke to the people from the ear platform, 
and then J. C. Jones presented Mr. Clement, who 
said: — 

** Fellow republicans: — ^No one is prouder of the 
advancements of the republican party than I am. You 
have a long line of achievements to make any man 
proud. It was you who gave the blacks of the South 
their civil rights, decreed sound money and placed this 
country in a foremost position among the nations of 
the earth. 

*'When the Spanish war broke out, you carried 
that fight to success and gave back Cuba to her peo- 
ple. We have a right to extol the republican party 
of the nation. The republican party in this state has 
stood for nothing for 40 years. We have had a long 
succession of governors and nothing has been accom- 
plished by them. The affairs have been operated by 
a machine. I went in this year to accomplish the 
regeneration of the republican party of the state of 
Vermont. 

**I was not in your convention today, and I am 
not fully informed of what happened, but I do know 
that Gen. McCidlough has bought men who sent dele- 
gates that represented him in the convention. And 
I also know that he tried to buy delegates that sit 
there. 
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*'It now depends upon you. We are up to a crisis. 
What are you going to do? I can tell you this: I 
believe that the time has come when we have got to 
purify the republican party from the damnable 
machine which has been on top of it. 

**With these 221 men to co-operate with us I am 
not afraid of the result in this state. If you ask me 
to accept the leadership for you, I say I am ready. 
We have gone into this fight on a question of high 
license and local option. Now we have a far greater 
question, — ^honesty in our politics. 

"We will not be beaten in September, but whether 
beaten or not — even if the people say we made a mis- 
take, — if our purpose is honest, we will know in our 
hearts we did what we thought was right. 

**I am not afraid to go to the people and abide 
by their decision on this question. We should hold 
a meeting and talk over the matter and lay down 
plans for action." 

A voice, "We will nominate you for governor.'* 
Mr. Clement made no response. 

The great crowd stood in suspense for an instant, 
and then recoiled like a flock of birds striking a cold 
wind. They wanted action not delibertion. 

Mr. Clement's speech was not composed of in- 
flammable material. It was calculated more to extin- 
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guish than start a conflagration. What could not an 
Anthony have done with that audience? He did not, 
however, stand by the body of a dead Caesar, but 
before political revolutionists who were asking to be 
led. He was ready to lead, but he announced it about 
as a teller cashes a check without emotion or express- 
ed feeling of any sort. If. the fire of this political 
revolution had not got pretty well started, Clement's 
manner would have put it out. 

Editor Joseph Auld of the Burlington News and 
Horace W. Bailey entered the car shortly after 
Clement finished speaking and made earnest pleas for 
submission to the will of the convention. Some of 
the men standing nearest Clement were dazed at first 
at the prospect of falling outside the republican ranks. 
This very fear had long been the shield of the 
machine. Political timidity had given boldness to the 
bosses. ^ 

For an hour the discussion r^ged and at no time 
did the local option leader show any disposition to 
yield to the will of a convention that had treated his 
delegates in such a despotic manner. Mr. Clement 
finally strolled over to local option headquarters and 
took part in the arrangements for the public meeting 
in the Opera House that evening to give public ex- 
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pression to the popular indigiiatioii at what had hap- 
pened at the Armory. 

Dnring the proceedings at the Armory a delegate 
had his pockets picked, but as a rule the delegates 
took their money with them when they left tiie hall. 

The feature of the mass meeting at tiie Opera 
House in the evening was the wild demand of the 
crowd for an independent ticket and the calm manner 
of Mr. Clement advising deliberation. 

Frank W. Agan of Ludlow presided and ,8. J. 
Beatty of Burlington delivered the speech, which the 
convelition declined to listen to, and which appears 
in anotiier chapter of this book. 

Other speakers were Dr. C. W. Peck, of Brandon, 
James McKay of Barre, S. Hollister Jackson of Btirre, 
H. R. Miner of Shelbume, James Marr of Barre, P. A. 
Bailey of Montpelier, J. C. Jones of Rutland, Q. S. 
Backus of Brandon, and finally Mr. Clement, who 
arrived late. 

There was some delay m the proceedings owing 
t6 the demonstrations of the crowd which Was bent 
evidently upon an immediate nomination of an inde- 
X>etident ticket. It was apparent, however, the mo- 
ment Mr. Clement began to speak, that h^ was not 
being carried away by the passioin of a moment, how- 
ever justified the Clement delegates might have been 

(7) 
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in meeting the convention injustice by prompt action. 
He said that it was an exciting political crisis but 
it was the part of wisdom to look at matters calmly. 
That the successful candidate had sent his delegates 
there by the improper use of money was evident. Mr. 
Clement declared himself prepared to stand by the 
retiring delegates, but he did not believe in immediate 
action. He advised them to go to their homes and 
consult their friends as well as the local optionists in 
other parts of the state not represented at the meeting. 

While the great tension of feeling made this advise 
distasteful to the crowd, it was followed; and so a 
tumultuous field-day in the great campaign for local 
option was well ended. 

The Brattleboro Reformer in its next issue took 
occasion to observe: 

** The Hon. P. W. Clement, as we have before 
stated, is entitled to the thanks of the entire populace 
of Vermont * * * * He has succeeded in breaking 
into the Vermont political machine. * * * * 
He has brought the matter to a point, which clearly 
indicates that the minority by the aid of a machine 
has been ruling the people of Vermont — and he has 
done it alone and single-handed.'' 

There was a confusing interregnum at this stage 
during which the regulars were in a brown study as 
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to how to deal with their platform. The wise word 
eame from St. Albans: ''The Messenger has accepted 
that platform — and now it wants to see its pledges 
made good. There are some men in the party who are 
trying to prevent the performance of those pledges. 
They are the bolters to be dealt with first. ' ' 

But wise words were useless; the republicans in 
convention in Caledonia, Orange and other east-side 
counties promptly repudiated the referendum plank 
of the state platform. 

While the state was in the throes of a political 
revolution, the titular prohibitionists to the number 
of about two dozen, met in cenvention at Barre and 
put a state ticket in the field ¥rith J. 0. Sherbum of 
St. Johnsbury for governor and Noble L. Ball of 
Ferrisburg for lieutenant governor, and resolved that, 

** Since our town agency gystem is capable of being 
and in some cases is worked in the interest of town 
and state revenues, we demand its revision in such a 
manner as shall eliminate to a minimum the profit 
feature. ' ' 
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CHAPTER VI. 

Loctti Optioiiiiits ih Conveiitioii. 

In pursuance of an agreement made tile night of 
the Opera Honse meeting at Montpelier June 19, local 
option leaders from all patts of the state assembled 
at the League headquarters in Rutland on July 3 
and spent the aftiBmoon reading r^orts and tele- 
grams f roin every county giving the sentiment of the 
voters on the question of putting a local option state 
ticket in the field. After reading letters and hearing 
verbal reports, it was decided to issue a call for a 
convention at Burlington on July 16. The Howard 
Opera House was engaged by telephone and other 
arrangements were made for this gathering. 

Some of the petitions calling for a convention were 
signed by several hundred voters. When the con- 
ference was nearly closed, Mr. Clement was invited 
in and an informal reception followed. About 20 of 
the visitors dined with Mr. Clement at the Berwick 
that evening. 

From the moment Mr. Clement heard of the bolt 
in the convention of June 19 until he stepped upon 
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the platform to accept the nomination of the local 
option convention, he did nothing but advise caution 
and deliberation in reaching a conclusion as to the 
future. The movement had reached a point where 
it had a momentum of its own, a characteristic of 
all i>olitical revolutions. 

The story of a convention with one candidate and 
a platform with substantially one plank, like that of 
the local option convention of July 16 at Burlington, 
is soon told. The only suggestion of discussion came 
with a proposal to insert nine-hour and weekly pay- 
ment planks in the platform; but the great majority 
of the delegates wanted a one-plank platform — ^local 
optio)i an4 pure politics and nothing more. 

The Local Option League assembled in mass con- 
vention at 11 :45 in the forenoon at the Howard Opera 
House, July 16 and nominated Percival W. Clement 
for governor and Frank W. Agan for lieutenant 
governor. The convention indorsed the nominations 
of the Montpelier convention for secretary of state, 
state treasurer and auditor. The nominees for these 
offices were respectively, Frederick G. Fleetwood, 
John L. Bacon and Horace F. Graham. 

J. C. Jones, secretary of the league called the meet- 
ing to orcjer and announced as temporary officers 
chairman, Frank W. Agan of Ludlow; secretary. 



( 
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Henry 6. Smith of Rutland, which officers were made 
permanent. 

After some routine business by the league, com- 
mittees on a state ticket and platform were appointed 
and the convention adjourned until 1:30 o'clock. 

Upon reassembling in the afternoon Frank A. 
Bailey of Montpelier, chairman of the committee on 
resolutions, read the following platform which was 
adopted. 

Platform of the Local Option Convention at Bur- 
lington, July 16, 1902. 

We, high-license-local option voters of the state 
of Vermont in convention assembled at Burlington 
this 16th day of July, 1902, declare it to be our belief 
and judgment that the issues of the present political 
campaign are purely local. 

National questions are being lost sight of in view 
of the overwhelming importance of electing a General 
Assembly and state government which shall repeal 
without needless delay the so-called prohibitory law 
and substitute a high license-local option statute and 
which shall lay down rules and regulations for calling 
and conducting party primaries, thus rebuking those 
who have recently engaged in the wholesale bribery of 
voters. 

We declare that state prohibition is ineffective as 
a law intended to repress the sale of intoxicating 
liquors and pernicious and demoralizing in its oper- 
ation. We demand that the control of the liquor 
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traffic be passed over to the various cities and towns 
under conservative regulations prescribed by the legis- 
lature. 

We resent the use of money as a political argu- 
ment as was freely done during the canvass that cul- 
minated with holding of the recent republican con- 
vention. The footprints of the briber are fast obliter- 
ating party lines, and we now declare that machine 
politicians shall not be permitted this year in Vermont 
to wrap tiie prestige of a great political party about 
their misdeeds and then claim the reward of political 
virtue and party fealty. 

The passage of the license-local option referendum 
resolution by the republican state convention proved 
to be only a sleeping potion administered to license 
and prohibition delegates alike, while the McCuUough 
car was passing to the front. Prohibitionists in 
county conventions have already denounced and re- 
jected this resolution. There is but one thing for us to 
do. We here today pick up the gage of battle thus 
thrown down, and we will know no other issue until 
the people of the state have settled it. 

The population of Vermont has remained station- 
ary for many years; while the state expenses have 
increased at a rapid rate. They have more than 
doubled in 20 years. This is the price the people 
pay for a political machine operating the prohibitory 
law for profit. An administration and a Legislature 
working solely for the public good and content to pay 
public and not private debts, would be able by means 
of consolidation of commissions and other economics 
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that suggest themselyies to any business man and 
also by tnrWg into the treasury a pprtion of the 
revenues accruing from a high license system, to cut 
the state expensies in two wi&out impairing the pub- 
lic service. 

We demand that the next legislature pass a high 
license-local option law, and that the same pe sub- 
mitted to the voters of Vermont to become eflfectiye 
only when a majority of the voters of the state have 
signified their approval in the same manner as the 
prohibitory Jaw became effective 50 years ago. And 
in the event of such a law being submitted to the 
people we urge all lovers of Vermont to support it 
at the polls. 

We demand that the next Legislature enact a law 
regulating primaries or caucuses called for the pur- 
pose of putting in nomination candidates for the vari- 
ous town, city, county and state offices, and to provide 
such rules and regulations as shall safeguard the 
purity of nomination as well as election, and also to 
provide adequate punishment for those violating the 
same. 

We adypcate true economy in the administration 
of public affairs and the consolidation of state official 
boards so far as consistent with due regard for the 
efficiency of the public service. 

We now go to the public upon these vital issues, 
full in the faith of the merit of our cause and prepared 
to prove the faith that is in us. 

The platform had a flattering reception and the 
convention in thorough good humor proceeded to the 
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nomiiiationB. S. HoUister Jackson of Barre nomi- 
nated Mr. Clement for governor, and the nomination 
was seconded by Rev. Alonzo Chase of Richmond. 
The unanimous vote of * ' aye ' ' broke out into cheers. 
Mr. Agan was nominated for lieutenant governor by 
C. E. Kilboume of Fair Haven, and the nomination 
was seconded by J. C. Jones of Rutland. It was a 
unamimpua vote, and then on motion of Mr. Eolboume 
the nominations of the Montpelier convention for 
secretaiiy of state, state treasurer and auditor of 
accounts were adopted by the convention. 

In the meantime, word had been sent to Mr. 
Clement at his hotel, and his appearance on the plat- 
form shortly afterward was a signal for an ovation, 
the members rising en masse and cheering. 

When Mr. Clement began speaking the eager crowd 
cheered every sentence. And when the speaker ex- 
claimed, *' Thank God, we can say that he is not a 
Vermonter, and his methods are not Vermont meth- 
odp!" the convention broke forth into a storm of ap- 
plause. It was renewed when he said, **I will not 
purchase harmony at the price of the honor of the 
republican party!" 

In the rear of the opera house sat a group of 
straight republicans including James L. Martin and 
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D. J. Foster, and they got hot from the bat the grpeech 
of Mr. Clement, which is here reproduced: 

Mr. Chairman and Gentlemen of the License Local- 
Option Convention : You ask me to be your candidate 
for Governor of Vermont. I accept the nomination 
and thank you for the honor which you have conferred 
upon me. 

When the campaign began at Bethel, the license 
party had a policy which it wished to present to the 
people of Vermont for their consideration. 

There were already two candidates for the office of 
Governor in the field, and neither of them at that time 
had declared himself upon this question. 

From the start the issue was sharply drawn. The 
license party undertook to obtain by fair means the 
real sentiment of the people upon the question. We 
had a right to expect that other candidates would 
undertake in the same honest way to ascertain the true 
sentiment of the people. But by the time the conven- 
tion assembled we found that both of the other candi- 
dates had been using improper means to get control of 
caucuses, in order to elect delegates favorable to each 
They had been buying caucus votes and had attempted 
by all kinds of chicanery to get a majority of delegates 
rather than to ascertain the real wish of the people 
upon the question at issue. 

This is particularly true of Gen. J. G. McCuUough, 
who went into the convention at Montpelier on June 
19 with more than 60 delegates from towns where 
voters had been bribed in caucus to nominate him. 
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In many of these towns^ at the same caucuses, dele- 
gates to county conventions were elected who were 
understood or instructed to advocate license. 

If towns, where delegates were elected by means of 
bribery, had held caucuses free from corruption, the 
license local-option party would have gone into the 
Montpelier convention with enough votes to its credit 
to render the nomination of Gen. McCullough impossi- 
ble. He, therefore, did not represent the true senti- 
ment of many of the towns whose delegates supported 
him. 

In entering into a convention of this kind, it is fair 
to assume tiiat all candidates in the convention will 
abide by the decision of the majority, provided that all 
delegates are honestly and fairly elected, and truly 
represent the wishes of their constituents, and pro- 
vided also, that a fair hearing is not denied the honest 
representatives of honest constituencies. 

The action of Qen. McCullough and his supporters 
in bribing voters was a fraud not only upon the inno- 
cent and honest people in towns where it occurred, but 
also a fraud upon the Republican party in the state 

It is a settled principle of law and equity that 
where fraud enters into a contract it vitiates all the 
provisions of the instrument. 

The Montpelier convention has issued to Gen. 
McCullough a certificate of his nomination. That cer- 
tificate hi^ no real value, except as measured by its 
moral sign. It means nothing unless it represents the 
true sentiment of the Republicans of Vermont or a 
majority of them. 
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The McCuIlough supporters and the McCullough 
newspapers say that it is dishonest to bolt tha^t con- 
vention. Since when is it dishonest to repudiate and 
condemn the use of money in caucuses to buy votes? 
Since when is it dishonest to rebuke the man who by 
bribery rather than by honest methods undertakes to 
secure delegates to the convention and thus to thwart 
the will of the people? Since when was it dishcmest 
for a people to rebuke a mob convention for driving its 
representatives from the floor by its riotous proceed- 
ings and the application of the gag? 

Do the delegates, whose positions were secured to 
them by the payment of McCullough money to buy 
votes in caucus, represent the sentiment of the people? 
Are they entitled to any consideration? Of course not. 

And the certificate of nomination which was ii^ued 
to Gen. McCullough is therefore void. It lacks the 
only quality which can give it real value. 

This charge of bribery is not new. It has been 
made and substantiated by numerous affidavits for 
n^ore than a month, but never one word of denial from 
Gen. McCullough ; yet it is so easy for him, if it were 
not true, to furnish conclusive proof of its falsity. He 
knows, and he only knows, to what extent he used 
money in this campaign for such purposes. He can 
throw open his books to a committee appointed to in- 
vestigate the charge. The proof of it and the proof of 
its falsity lie concealed within his grai^. If the charge 
were untrue do you suppose for a moment he would 
withhold his defense? 
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The honest, innocent man mfder indictment never 
'"stands mute." He pleads ''not ^ilty" so that all 
the world niay hear. He brin^ his evidence into 
court and never hides it from the sight of men. 

Can he say that it is of no consequence when it is 
the comnion topic of conversation and bruited all over 
the country by the press? 

Taking into consideration the way in which the 
charge has been substantiated, the ease with which 
Gen. McGullough could prove its falsity, if it were in- 
deed false, and his silence, the truth of the indictment 
is forced upon the Republicans of Vermont, and it is 
with shame that I stand here as a Republican and say 
that a candidate for the highest office within the gift 
of the people of the State has procured his nomination 
by bribery. 

Vice is more injurious in a political parly than in a 
man, because it lowers the moral standard of many in- 
stead of one, and it can only conclude in calamity. 

Corrupt and dishonest men can never enact good 
laws. The party aim and the party standard must be 
high. 

Vermont has been a state more than 100 years with- 
out having seen the necessity of a law governing cau- 
cuses. 

It remained for this man, — ^thank God, we can say 
that he is not a Vermonter, and his methods are not 
Vermont methods, — ^it remained for him to establish 
the necessity of such a law. He came from a foreign 
state and brought the methods with him which are 
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today a shame and disgrace to every honest Vermonter 
of every political creed. 

The fair fame of Vermont is dragged in the dust of 
dishonor, and Gen. McGullough's own methods to ob- 
tain his nomination necessitated the adoption of a 
plank in the Republican platform declaring that the 
meetings of primaries must be controlled by law to 
prevent the very corruption which he himself intro- 
duced. 

The same convention which adopted that plank 
without one word of protest from the bribers or the 
bribed, placed at the head of its ticket the man of all 
men who is responsible for this shame, and now would 
have us think that the robe of a candidate, like the 
mantle of charity, should cover a multitude of sins. 

That the convention issued to McCuUough a coun- 
terfeit certificate is proved by that act alone. 

That the convention, having condoned one fraud, 
was willing to perpetrate another is proved by the 
fact that the two leading candidates of its appoint- 
ment are prohibitionists. 

We forced the machine to recognize license as a 
living issue and the machine adopted it as a measure 
of safety and not because the leaders in control wanted 
it. And then in order to secure themselves with the 
prohibitionists, they nominated men of that party to 
carry out the provisions of the platform. 

The dishonesty of the whole proceeding is too ap- 
parent to need anything more from me than a refer- 
ence. Subsequent events have proven the insincerity 
of party leaders. 
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Some counties in convention assembled have repu- 
diated the Montpelier platform and these in convention 
have bolted before any action was taken by the license 
local-option party. 

I am convinced that there is only one way to settle 
this question and that is by direct appeal to the source 
of all power in this commonwealth — ^the voters of tibe 
state. And it is to them that we do appeal. 

The members of the McCullough machine say that 
we participated in the deliberations of the convention 
and cannot now repudiate its action. 

They call me a bolter. So long as Gtod gives me 
breath, I hope I shall never fail to bolt such methods 
and such men. 

But they say: **You didn't bolt at the time of the 
convention." 

It does not lie in the mouth of the briber to say at 
what precise moment the Eepublican party of this 
state or any man in it will take advantage of that 
briber's fraud. The fruits of its corruption no more 
belong to him than the stolen property belongs to the 
thief; and as well might the thief say when caught 
with the goods upon him: '*You didn't catch me at 
the time of the theft, and it isn't fair to take me now." 

Bolt? Yes, we will bolt every hour and minute 
from now until the 2d of September, and then we will 
bury this man who is the first to debauch a political 
party in this state and we will inscribe upon his poli- 
ical tomb : 

**Here lie the remains of the man who tried to buy 
the governorship of Vermont." 
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And while he smks without one arm to save, 
The country blooms, — A garden and a grav^. 



Tou will remember that a part of the license local- 
option delegates withdrew from the convention after 
tn^ had tried for ten or fifteen minutes to secure a 
hearing and had been howled down. McCullough's 
leaders had been previously informed of the fact that 
we had knowledge of his attempt to purchase votes of 
delegates, and they had been told that we proposed to 
bring this charge before the convention. When we 
were seeking recognition from the chair they knew for 
what purpose and that is the reason they created the 
disturbance. They preferred to have the convention 
break up in disorder rather than listen to a charge 
which they knew they could not defend. 

A distinguished son of Vermont and a supporter of 
Gen. McCuUough upon this subject said to me: **I do 
not regard the personal interests of either of you (Gten. 
McCullough or myself) as important as the preserva- 
tion of the integrity of the Republican party of Ver- 
mont. ' ' 

This is a high sounding phrase to come from a man 
who in effect asks me in the interest of harmony not to 
expose the corruption of the nominee of the Montpelier 
convention. 

I will not purchase harmony at the price of the 
honor of the Republican party, biit I will accept what 
he says. It sounds the key-note of this campaign at 
the present time. 

A nation lives until it becomes corrupt and then 
dies. 
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Decay began in the Roman empire on account of 
corruption while yet in the zenith of its power and 
glory. 

A political party in the same way lives as long as 
it has work to do and will do it honestly. When it 
becomes dishonest, it dies, thank Gtod. 

No one glories in the record of the Republican par- 
ty more than I do. It has been the parly which has 
stood for liberty as against oppression; the party of 
progress, and for most of the time during the last 40 
years it has been in power. Its wise councils carried 
us through the trying period of the Civil war until 
victory was emblazoned on our flag ; it freed the slave 
and restored to our Southern brothers their liberty and 
civil rights ; it fought the Spanish- American war to a 
clear and glorious finish and planted our flag where 
the sun never sets upon it ; it has returned to the peo- 
ple of Cuba their war-stricken territory; it is the 
party of high ideal and noble effort. In its member- 
ship are enrolled Lincoln, Grant, Garfleld, Harrison, 
McKinley and Roosevelt. But tell me where has it 
ever been disgraced as it is in Vermont by the ring 
to-day f 

Shall we repudiate bribery and cast out the bribe- 
giver, or shaU we condone the offense ? 

Shall we purge our party of corruption and live, 
or shall we purchase peace at the price of death? 

This is one question which confronts Vermont Re- 
publicans. The Republican convention passed resolu- 
tions commendatory of our policy in far away islands 
and entirely neglected to take note of matters which to 

(8) 
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US are weightier because a part of our daily lives. It 
preached ethics in regard to Cuba and forgot to Call 
attention to what is taking place right in our own 
political door-yard every day. 

During the last twenty years there has been a re- 
markable increase in the expenses of the state. For 
the fiscal year ending June 30, 1883, the current ex- 
penses were $321,000, not including the expenses of 
the General Assembly. 

For the fiscal year ending June 30, 1884, the figures 
were $277,000. 

For the fiscal year ending June 30, 1890, the figures 
are $444,000. 

For the fiscal year ending June 30, 1899, the cur- 
rent expenses were $670,000. And for the same 
period in 1900 the expenses were $611,000 an increase 
in 20 years of more than $330,000 per annum or more 
than 120 per cent. 

There has been during that period little or no in- 
crease in population. What has the state got to show 
for this enormous annual increase in the cost of run- 
ning the business of the state ? 

To be sure, during that time we have built an in- 
sane asylum at Waterbury, but that institution was 
installed for the purpose of saving money to the 
state in other directions. 

The state has really nothing to show for these tre- 
mendous annual expenditures. The money is used by 
the machine and by one channel or another a good 
share of it finds it way into the pockets of these men 
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who undertake to run the republican political organ- 
ization of the state. 

In order to reduce state expenses and at the same 
time increase the efficiency of the service we should 
reduce the number of state boards and organizations 
an consolidate so far as possible all business enter- 
prises which the state is engaged in, into one board. 
Call it a board of public works or what you will. It 
should have the control of all purchases, and distribu- 
tion of all supplies, and should be held responsible for 
the correct and proper management of the business in- 
terests of the state. 

Instead of the superintendent of the Waterbury 
asylum buying a ton of coal when he wants it and the 
county clerk at Newf ane bu3dng a cord of wood when 
he requires it, and the superintendent of the house of 
correction at Eutland buying a ham when it is re- 
quired in his institution and charging the state with 
such purchases at retail prices, a requsition for all 
such supplies should be consolidated and purchases 
should be made at wholesale. 

You can readily see what a saving the inaugura- 
tion of such a system would produce. 

I believe that more than $50,000 a year can be 
saved to the state in that way and at the same time a 
more reliable and better service can be inaugurated. 

If that were done and a license local-option law en- 
acted and one-half the fees from the sale of licenses be 
paid into the state treasury, not only should we be 
relieved of the necessity of levying a state tax, but we 
should have somewhere from $50,000 to $100,000 a 
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year which might be put into permanent roadway or 
used in other permanent improvements. 

Who benefits by this useless waste of money! No 
one, not even those who receive it. 

Waste is bad in theory and worse in practice. 

There has been no real attempt to save money for 
the state or get a full benefit of its expenditures; the 
Republican machine has been crowding around the 
public treasury with its sleeves rolled up, grabbing for 
the public funds, creating useless boards for the sake 
of furnishing positions for useless men. 

If the business affairs of the state were run upon 
the same theory as the affairs of successful corpora- 
tions we should have fewer official boards ; a more con- 
centrated control of the expenditures of money; a 
better state government, run at half the cost. 

Such a result is within the limits of easy possi- 
bilities, but you will never get the party machine to 
advocate it. 

Did you ever hear of a successful corporation whose 
directors and officials were self -constituted purchasing 
agents at will? Such procedure would quickly land 
the company adopting it in the hands of a receiver. 

The machine will spend money to bribe voters in 
caucus in order to maintain control of the State treas- 
ury. 

It undertakes to attract your attention by passing 
useless resolutions in regard to the government in the 
far Philippines, while its hand is feeling for the key 
of the door of the treasury. 
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The only issues before the voters of Vermont to- 
day are license as against prohibition ; honest political 
methods as against tiie corrupt use of money in caucus 
elections, and such a reduction of state expenses as 
may be made without injury to the efSciency of the 
service. 

As I have said many times, the personality of can- 
didates is of little importance as compared with the 
public interest. 

A man seldom lives up to his ideal, but a political 
party should always live up to its highest standard, 
and it is only when it falls into the control of bad men 
that it is in danger. 

That is the question which confronts us now. 

The Republican machine has shown itself to be 
rotten. 

Naturally when its corruption is discovered it cries 
out: "You must not bolt.'* Bolt what? The princi- 
ples of the Republican party? No. Bolt the rotten 
machine. Cast it out. Throw it overboard. It is of 
no use to honest men, and has become a disgrace not 
only to the Republican party of Vermont but to the 
Republican party of the nation. 

Let us do what we can to maintain the integrity of 
the state by holding honest elections. And the first 
thing to do is to acknowledge the corruption of the 
party machine ; condemn its methods and repudiate its 
candidate. 

This course will bring us out on the night of the 
election stronger for having been tried as by fire. And 
as the sun sii^s behind the western hills on the second 
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day of September, and its last rays shine upon the 
escutcheon of Vermont, may it discover no spot or 
blemish there. Let us redeem the honor of the party 
and the honor of the old state. 

Let us hand down to our children the inheritance 
which we have received from our fathers, its honor 
unsullied, its brightness undimmed. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

Gall to the Republicans. 

By August there were white caps upon our politi- 
cal waters. 

The refusal of the local optionists to abide by the 
findings of the republican convention on account of 
its irregularities and the pre-convention use of money 
in the canvass put a very serious aspect to the cam- 
paign. The republican state committee resorted to 
the unusual expedient of issuing a Call to the repub- 
licans of the state to stand by the party colors and turn 
a deaf ear to Clement and the local optionists. 

The Call is here given in full: — 

THE REPUBLICAN CALL. 

To the Republican voters of Vermont: 

Since 1855 the republican party of Vermont has 
marched from its convention hall to the polls with 
unbroken ranks and loyal hearts to win constant vic- 
tories for its chosen standard-bearers and its exalted 
principles. Its devotion and fealty to principle and 
candidate have given it national honor, distinction and 
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importance and have secured for Vermont the proud 
cognomen of the "Star that never sets." While the 
long line of illustrious men who have represented it 
in Congress, who have been its chief executives to- 
gether with the marked civic virtue of its legislators 
and ofiScials with entire absence of public scandals and 
freedom from all taint of corruption have reflected 
peculiar credit, luster and honor upon our beloved 
state, imtil the name of Vermont has become a national 
synonym for political honesty and integrity. 

It has had aforetime pre-convention contests for 
honors to be conferred and has differed in council 
concerning the principles to be enumerated, but when 
the majority has spoken through its representatives 
assembled the majority has honorably accepted and 
abided by the result. It has been reserved to this year 
to witness a departure from this time-honored, wise 
and patriotic course. 

At the republican state convention held at Mont- 
pelier June 19th there were three men supported for 
its first honor, each by a constituency of respectable 
proportions. They submitted their grounds of pre- 
ferment to the determination of the convention; one 
only could win; two must suffer defeat, and, when 
defeated, there was for them but one honorable alter- 
native, which was to accept defeat like men and give 
their hearty support to the convention's choice. 

That the convention finally selected the man who 
on the first ballot led by a large plurality gave no 
ground of offense to the unsuccessful candidates and 
their friends. Indeed, one of these, with his sup- 
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porters by their magnanimous action, made possible 
the result. 

Then it was that the Clement bolt began. 

It was without other cause than his defeat. 

Knowing everything that he now knows about the 
delegates present and the method attending their elec- 
tion, he accepted the membership of the convention, 
he accepted its platform, he consented to be its can- 
didate if selected. The platform contained the words 
in its opening paragraph: 

"Resolved by the republicans of Vermont in con- 
vention assembled that we renew again our fealty to 
the republican party and express our unabated confi- 
dence in its principles." 

Through his delegates Mr. Clement had partici- 
pated in the convention, and, if he had been its nom- 
inee, he would have given it his loyal adherence and 
would have confidently relied upon the loyal support 
of his party. 

Since the convention nothing has arisen, no fact 
has been discovered which can justify any republican 
in attempting to defeat its chosen candidates or to 
change the results of its deliberations. 

In Mr. Clement is found a man who is willing to 
be a candidate before a convention and a bolter £rom 
its action; who now finds fault with the integrity of 
a convention which was without fault if it nominated 
him, but was essentially corrupt if his opponent was 
chosen; who ignores the honorable obligation resting 
upon a defeated candidate and who is now willing to 
wreck the party he aspired to lead, to openly attack, 
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denounce and defame the party whose standard-bearer 
he sought to be and one who in order to promote his 
political ends and fortunes, secedes from the party 
to which he pledged his loyal faith at the late con- 
vention. 

Entering upon his pre-convention campaign dis- 
claiming aU personal ambition, with the avowed 
purpose of obtaining a single result^ the referendum 
of the liquor question, and, the party having con- 
sented that there might be such reference, he imme- 
diately upon being notified of his defeat encouraged 
and incited republican defection, and in a few days 
after the convention appeared before the republican 
convention of his own county to urge the passage of 
a license law without reference to the people, and, 
being defeated there, he has in furtherence of his pur- 
pose promoted and secured a bolt from its action. 
Similar action has been inspired and directed by him 
in other counties of the state. Claiming still to be a 
republican on all national questions and to be worthy 
of support by republicans as such, he consented and 
aspired to be the nominee of the late state democratic 
convention, and in its convention was regularly pre- 
sented for nomination and was therefore prepared 
and willing to stand and run upon a platform 
which repudiated and denounced every republican 
principle and maintained every principle and posi- 
tion favored by state and national democracy and 
which contained a plank demanding the immediate 
passage of a license local option law without reference 
to the people. It has become evident that Mr. Clement 
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now proposes and desires the election of a Legislature 
which will of itself and without reference make 
license the law of the state. 

He professes devotion and loyalty to his native 
state, but to advance his own. selfish interests he cause- 
lessly defames and degrades her. He assumes the role 
of exemplar and teacher of political honesty and mo- 
rality, but enters upon his new role by teaching that 
men may participate in caucus and convention and 
without political dishonesty may bolt the convention 
when its action is not in accord with their own de- 
sires. As an exemplar in political morals he leads 
in the most caujseless and wicked bolt known to politi- 
cal history. 

He attacks the financial management of the state 
and yet his convention accepts as its candidates the 
nominees of the republican party who are the respon- 
sible financial managers of the state. 

He discourses upon the increased state expenses, 
expensive commissions and unnecessary ofiSces, but 
names no change except to establish another salaried 
state board to be its purchasing agent with a large 
array of clerks and assistants for all the different in- 
stitutions of the state. 

No one denies that the state expenses have largely 
increased during the years of republican ascendency, 
but it is because of the settled policy of the state, 
regardless of party, requiring such expenditures and 
shifting large burdens of expenses from the towns to 
the state, and not through corruption, ineflSciency, 
prodigality or mismanagement. 
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Which part of this settled policy would Mr. Clem- 
ent repudiate? 

We have now a hospital for the insane, owned and 
equipped by the state, — equipped with modem con- 
veniences, and conducted in accordance with ad- 
vanced and approved methods for the safety and 
recovery of these unfortunate members of our society, 
answering the proper demands of a sympathetic and 
philanthropic people. 

We have a House of Correction for the less incor- 
rigible law breaker where reformation may be secured ; 
we have the industrial school for the young, where 
virtuous manhood and womanhood may be wrought 
out of what would otherwise become fixtures among 
the criminal classes. Our colleges are aided from our 
state treasury in order that poverty shall not prevent 
the ambitious youth from obtaining broad and thor- 
ough culture. We provide instruction for the blind, 
the mute and the weak-minded. We raise a five per 
cent, state tax to distribute among our towns which 
are richer in road mileage than in grand list. We 
equalize in a degree the burden of school taxation by 
an eight per cent, state tax. We make liberal pro- 
vision for our state Normal Schools. We care for the 
insane poor at the state expense and thus relieve each 
town of this burden and secure better treatment and 
care. We expend a considerable amount upon our 
state militia and our soldiers' home. 

All this and much more is done because the state 
has approved of it, and yet this large expenditure 
has been so provided for by our system of corporation 
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taxes that the state tax assessed upon the grand list 
is less than it was twenty years ago. Undoubtedly 
this method of corporation taxation can be improved 
upon and extended and the state tax be still further 
lessened and even entirely dispensed with. 

A conmiission reporting when Mr. Clement was 
in the senate that the corporations were bearing only 
about one-fourth of their fair share of the burden of 
taxation, an effort was made to increase corporation 
taxation; but Mr. Clement was strenuous in opposi- 
tion and it was defeated. He was then president of 
the Rutland Railroad system. He now asserts that 
no state tax was needed, and that he voted against 
increased corporation taxation because no additional 
revenue was required; but, as the chairman of the 
Senate Finance committee of 1900, he in fact recom- 
mended the very day he brought about the defeat of 
the corporation tax bill the very tax which you are 
now paying. He describes the method of the liquor 
law in his city and draws many illustrations there- 
from. He has for many years been an influential cit- 
izen of Rutland and has been its mayor, and yet these 
abuses continued without correction when he had 
official power, and without rebuke from him as a man. 

Mr. Clement alleges that he doubts the sincerity 
of the republican party in Vermont in its plank con- 
cerning the submission of the license local option law 
to the vote of the people and seeks thus to justify his 
secession. But when was the republican party of 
Vermont or of the nation untrue to its pledges ? From 
. its inception to the present hour has the party of lib- 
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erty under Freemont, of the constitution and Union 
under Lincoln and Grant, of sound money and protec- 
tion to American industries under Hayes, Garfield, 
Arthur, Harrison, and McKinley, crowned by its hon- 
orable and philanthropic position towards Cuba and 
the Philippines — ^when and wherein has it in either 
state or nation betrayed its trust or wandered from 
paths of honor, justice and rectitude? In the light of 
its history then, he who would inpugn the honor and 
good faith of the republican party impeaches his own. 

The convention favored the submission to the peo- 
ple of the question of license and local option or state 
prohibition because it was deemed a wise and proper 
concession to a growing and insistent demand for such 
a reference, which came alike from the friends and 
the foes of the prohibitory law. 

Those who opposed prohibition asserted that a 
local option law would best control and would best 
restrict the sale of intoxicating liquor, and that a 
reference to the people would show a majority favor- 
able to such a law. Friends of state prohibition 
claimed that such a reference would show that the 
people were not in favor of a license local option law 
and that the wide and thorough discussion and agita- 
tion which would precede the vote would result in the 
rejection of such a law and in the better enforcement 
of the prohibitory law and its establishment as the 
settled and unquestioned policy of the state. 

Both of these asked that the proposed substitute 
be submitted in order that the people might vote intel- 
ligently, having both the prohibitory and the law pro- 
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posed before them. Believing in the right of the 
majority to determine the action of the state and in 
the right of the majority to have opportunity of ex- 
pression, the republican party placed this plank in its 
platform in good faith with an honest purpose and 
with a view to the highest good of the state. The un- 
restricted sale of intoxicants is regarded by republi- 
cans as a public evil, and by this action of the con- 
vention it is now left first with the Legislature and 
next with the people to determine whether this restric- 
tion and restraint shall be found in the present law, 
some wise modifications of the present statutes or a 
license local option law. 

Mr. Clement attempts to excuse his secession from 
the republican party and to justify his action in bolt- 
ing the convention when he was a candidate for high 
preferment by making a claim of bribery on the part 
of both of his opponents and to such an extent as to 
vitiate the action of that convention. 

He also claims that this charge of bribery is not 
new; that it has been made and substantiated by nu- 
merous afSdavits prior to the assembling of the conven- 
tion. The real value he places upon these charges 
and the affidavits to support it is easily determined. 
The state committee was the committee on credentials. 
To them these affidavits should have been taken and 
any illegal delegates challenged and unseated as surely 
they would have been on valid proof. But to the com- 
mittee he made no challenge and produced no proofs, 
neither was there a word said by his friends in the 
convention impugning its integrity of composition. 
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and it was only after his own candidacy before the 
body was hopeless that the familiar cry of ''Stop, 
thief!" was raised by him and some of his supporters. 
There were only two contests before this committee 
on credentials. One arose from the claim of Mr. 
Clement that the delegates from the town of Rutland, 
who were present with credentials, should be unseated 
and delegates favorable to him substituted in fheir 
stead. Mr. Clement's claim was allowed, and his dele- 
gates seated, but in this case no charge of fraud was 
made. 

In the other contested case Mr. Flanders of Orange 
was seated in lieu of the Clement delegate by the unan- 
imous action of the committee on unchallenged and 
uncontradicted proof that the election of the Clement 
delegate was secured through the votes of the demo- 
crats, who, admitting their polities and demanding 
the right to vote, were permitted to do so under pro- 
test. 

In no other instance was the right to a single dele- 
gate to his seat challenged before the committee or in 
the convention; nor was the charge that delegates 
were improperly elected or improperly influenced 
after election made at any time before the committee 
or in the convention. 

His contention of bribery surely does not justify 
the bolt from Hon. Zed S. Stanton, our candidate 
for lieutenant governor, who had made no pre-con- 
vention canvass and had no organized support, but 
whose nomination was the genuine, spontaneous trib- 
ute of a majority of the convention to his worth. 
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To those who know G^eral McCullough this sug- 
gestion of corruption needs no denial. To those who 
do not, we are pleased to assure them that from the 
beginning to the end of his canvass he did and coun- 
tenanced nothing corrupt, dishonorable or unseemly. 

Dishonesty is a frequent charge made by defeated 
candidates in political contests, and Mr. Clement is 
simply no exception. 

Throughout the state republicans will not fail to 
recall in whose behalf democrats were brought to the 
caucus to elect delegates to the last republican conven- 
tion. 

Mr. Clement has no standing in the forum of the 
people when he poses as the uncontaminated repre- 
sentative of honest political action. 

To aid in his election Mr. Clement has without 
their solicitation endorsed and placed upon his ticket 
the regular republican candidates for secretary of 
state, state treasurer and auditor of accounts. They 
authorize the State Committee to say that they are 
republicans and not in sympathy with any movement 
that would tend to disrupt the republican party ; that 
they stand upon tiie platform as adopted by the repub- 
lican convention of June 19th at Montpelier. and for 
the ticket there nominated and for no other principles 
or party, that Number 2 of the Acts of 1898 forbid 
the printing upon a ''ballot" of the name of any can- 
didate who has declined a nomination. For this rea- 
son they have not declined the license local option 
nomination. 
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We confidently appeal to the men of Vermont who 
see in the republican party and its achievements the 
unexampled glory and prosperity of our state and 
country, who are proud of our little state which has 
borne no mean and trivial part in the progress of our 
nation; who believe, as rightfully they may, and 
should, and believing exalt that during all this time 
they have lived in the cleanest state in the Union, 
where corruption in the legislature, in the judiciary 
and in the executive offices has been unknown and who 
would retain untarnished the fair fame of the state. 

We appeal to all such to indignantly repudiate and 
condemn the man who in the blindness and wicked- 
ness of his own self-seeking does not hesitate to publish 
and proclaim to the world foul slanders upon the in- 
tegrity and honor of Old Vermont. 

We confidently appeal to all who love the party 
for its state and national issues of far reaching im- 
portance, who have gloried in its achievements, who 
are devoted to its principles, who believe them para- 
mount to any single state issue, who believe that all 
these are best gained and best maintained within and 
not without the party, who love its leaders, who look 
forward to a national triumph in 1904, that we may 
continue our present prosperity and national grand- 
eur, — to all such we appeal by their voice and by 
their ballots to keep secure our state in the front rank 
of the republican party in 1902. 

No greater disaster could come upon the republi- 
can party of the nation than the removal of Vermont 
this year from the republican column. A broken party 
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in 1902 means a broken party in 1904, and broken 
republicanism in Vermont would most signally aid 
to break its hold upon the country and to end the 
maiTelous prosperity which has come under the repub- 
lican role. 

Vote then for the men whose defeat our enemy 
seeks. Vote for the regular republican candidates for 
town, for county and for state ofSces. Vote for Mlc- 
CuUough and Stanton, plain men of the people, 
strong, clean, incorruptible, clear headed and warm 
hearted ; for men idio can look upon the strongest and 
best, lerel eyed and clear, and in their regard for labor 
and its rights, in devotion to our interests, our institu- 
tions and our industries, in inteUectual and moral 
stature and in aU that goes to make true Vermonters 
are in the front rank among the most trusted leaders 
of our state. 

Lead on, men of Vermont, to your accustomed 
sweeping victory, which shall cheer the hearts of your 
political friends from Maine to California, shall pres- 
age and assist like a sweeping national triumph in 
November and pave the way for republicans and 
Boosevelt in 1904. 



132 NINETEEN'TWO IN VERMONT. 



CHAPTER VIII. 

Ethics of the Republican CalL 

If the assumptions of this Call had been justified 
by fact, a 25,000 republican plurality would have been 
a foregone conclusion, and Mr. Clement would have 
been forced into moral and political bankruptcy. 

As it turned out, McCullough and Stanton failed 
of an election by popular vote ; and, if it had not been 
for the leadership of a democrat supported by demo- 
crats in the lower house, the 83 prohibition republi- 
cans back of the liquor dispensary bill would have 
done to death the license local option act. 

The scheme of partisan rule as expressed in the 
Call amounts to this: — 

Vermont has become a synonym for republi- 
can honesty. 

He who would impugn the honor of the re- 
publican party impeaches his own. 

We appeal to all who believe that republi- 
canism is paramount to any state issue to 
hold up our hands in the fight to keep the 
state in the front rank of the party for 
1902. 
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Such partisanship served its purpose for decades. 
Down to the campaign of 1902 the indiscriminate 
laudation of Vermont and the abnegation of personal 
opinion in the rank and file of the party were features 
of state politics that made partisanship simply the art 
of divination and discovery. All that the voter ven- 
tured to do was to ask : What are the men in power to 
do next ? Of political life in the state there was none. 
Caucuses, conventions and the press kept the figure of 
Vermont decorated with garlands, and during all these 
dreary years there were not industrial and social at- 
tractions enough to enable Vermont to retain even her 
natural increase of population. 

It would be ungracious to pick buds from the bou- 
quets thrown at her, but one can imagine Vermont 
wondering in her sober moments: ''If my face is so 
beautiful, my itegrity so famous, my accomplishments 
so numerous, why in the world am I so thin? Why 
do I not grow?" 

In such a case it is best to make a cross-cut 
through the paraphernalia of rhetoric and to say 
bluntly — ^the ethics of the republican Call of 1902 was 
unsound and reactionary; moreover, many of its 
statements were contrary to fact. The members of a 
party with a glorious past are not thereby chartered 
to make an inglorious present. Tributes of respect 
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come to the man who rises from the table when he sees 
the game is crooked. 

Mr. Clement did not seek a democratic nomination 
after the Montpelier convention. Too large a section 
of the republican party was rejecting the pretentions 
of that convention to justify Mr. Clement in wander- 
ing oflf into new political fields. Four years later his 
friends had no diflSculty in securing for him the demo- 
cratic nomination. The Burlington Free Press said 
on September 29 : 

**The Rutland Herald tried to make out that Clem- 
ent did not want the state democratic convention's en- 
dorsement of his nomination; yet, Clement's famous 
private car brought him to Burlington on the eve of 
the convention, and as a result Clement's lieutenants 
made a desperate effort, as the records of the conven- 
tion show to induce the democrats to make him their 
candidate." 

If Mr. Clement had adopted a fusion programme 
after the Montpelier convention fiasco, he would have 
seen to it that the Burlington convention put a fusion 
ticket in the field from top to bottom. The repub- 
lican nominations for the purely administrative posi- 
tions on the ticket were accepted by the local option 
convention without serious opposition. This conven- 
tion was only after those state of9cials that were legis- 
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latiye fnn^onaries — ^the governor and the lieutenant 
governor. One cannot help recognizing the spirit of 
fairness in the following statement of the situation 
made by the Randolph Herald, a Proctor advocate: 
' ' There was some division of opinion regarding the 
makeup of the [local option] ticket. The plan of 
naming a full list of officers and keeping the move- 
mait free from all entangling alliances had some sup- 
I)ort. Others favored a fusion with the democrats, 
giving the latter the subordinate places, if they would 
endorse Clement. Still others, who proved to be in 
the majority, urged that the regular party nominees 
for state treasurer, state auditor and secretary of 
state be endorsed, and this was done without seeming 
objection from the minority. Hiaving turned the 
cold shoulder to the democracy and preserved their 
standing as quasi republicans, the bolters will look for 
their chief support from the majority party, though 
they will welcome and doubtless will receive many 
votes of individual democrats. Mr. Clement con- 
sidered it more promising to 'go it alone' as an injured 
and abused republican, gathering such support as he 
might from both sides, than to enter into alliance with 
democrats that would raise the question of his political 
sincerity and might lose him more votes than he 
would gain. Should he be endorsed by the democrats, 
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who meet in convention today, he will still have re- 
tained his claim to the title of republican, for by no 
step of his own will democratic endorsement be in- 
vited. He appears now in the role of a party reformer 
who takes the whip in hand to drive out the money- 
changers from the republican temple." 

Mr. Clement as a local option advocate was not of 
the slightest political importance unless he could drag 
away an imposing section of the republicans from the 
party standard. A democratic endorsement at that 
crisis would have been an unkind act toward Clement. 

Prohibition had the republican party by the 
throat ; Clement grappled prohibition and proved him- 
self strong enough to fling it out of the party. He 
thus made the one conspicuous contribution to the 
political history of his day in Vermont. 

In the democratic convention, which convened in 
the Howard Opera House, Burlington, July 24, Elisha 
May, who was the choice of the convention for lieu- 
tenant governor, reported a platform including a 
local option plank without a referendum clause. John 
H. Senter of Montpelier declared before the conven- 
tion: '*If you nominate Clement, then I shall no 
longer have a party. The democratic party of Ver- 
mont will have then disappeared. I fought for 
the democratic party for years, but I have never been 
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aaked to surrender the party to the enemy before. Mr. 
Clement said at Montpelier at the time of the repub- 
lican conyention that he was proud of the republican 
party. Are you? Do you suppose that if you nom- 
inate Mr. Clement that he would stand on the platform 
you have adopted? I guess not. Mr. Clement stands 
for all the republican party represents. He is as 
much a part of that corrupt machine, which he criti- 
cises, as Gen. McCuIlough. Let those republicans, 
who wish to, vote for Clement. Let us preserve the 
integrity of the democratic party, which stands for 
more than local option." 

T. W. Moloney of Rutland was even more pro- 
nounced against fusion. He said: ''If you nominate 
Mr. Clement, I know that tomorrow he will throw the 
nomination back at you. You will not only be humili- 
ated, but you will be the laughing stock of the whole 
country. If the democratic party should nominate 
Clement it would commit suicide. In Rutland county 
we know Mr. Clement. He has trampled under foot 
those principles for which the democratic party stands. 

''With the republican party divided, we have a 
chance by nominating our own ticket to throw the 
election of the governor into the Legislature. Who 
knows but that we might thus elect our candidates ? ' ' 

Men like F. G. Bundy of St. Johnsbury, G. H. Pape 
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of Barre, Richard H. Houghton of Bennington, V. A. 
Bnllard of Burlington and John H. O'Neil of St. 
Albans favored a Clement nomination on their indi- 
vidual judgment. 

The ballot in the democratic convention stood: 
McGettrick, 259 ; Clement, 99. 

Said the St. Albans Messenger on June 27 : 
''The Messenger cannot agree that bolts are not 
sometimes justified. It is this same plea of regularity 
that has kept Vermont politics and the material pro- 
gress of the state in a condition of arrest. It is this 
same hidebound devotion to a party fetich, to a party 
enunciation, right or wrong, that hajs kept Vermont 
where she is today. As the Messenger has said time 
and again, the one-sidedness of Vermont politics is 
one of the greatest hindrances to the welfare of the 
state. Vermont republicanism has lapsed into Bour- 
bonism that will neither do for itself nor permit others 
to do for it. Vermont republicanism has lain stagnant 
in its local aspect, being a mere organization by which 
to apportion state and national patronage. Until the 
memorable convention of this year, the party has reg- 
ularly met in state convention and its only platform 
has been a perfunctory endorsement of national party 
principles. The local state issues that have long prom- 
ised to rend the state in controverey were steadfastly, 
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stabbomly i^ored. As one prt)minent republican said 
a few months ago when the idea of adopting some pol- 
icy toward the current state issues was suggested; 
^ We don't need a platform. We can win without one. ' 
There comes a time in the history of most institutions 
when a bolt is the means of their salvation. If our 
fathers had not bolted the established order of things, 
the spirit of 76 would not now be the inspiration of 
our national independence; if strong minds had not 
bolted the old line whig and the old-line democratic 
platforms, there would have been no republican party 
to free the slaves and cement the union. 

''The Messenger cannot see any ground upon which 
Mr. Oement can bolt, because the state convention 
adopted his platform, and beyond that he must take 
the chances of success in his personal ambition that 
other men have to take. But it is proper to recognize 
the right of a man to bolt for cause just at this time 
when there is so much talk of regularity." 

The McCullough forces in the convention were 
made up of prohibitionists and local optionists, the 
former being in a majority. The candidate had no 
opinion to express and the leaders in the convention 
had the task set for them to keep the two wings of 
their forces together. Local option and the referen- 
dum were accepted as a bit of convention tactics. There 
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was method, too, in the way it was done. Gk)v. Stewart's 
resolution favored a license referendum by a method 
which would have been unconstitutional. The prohi- 
bitory act of 1852 provided that if the people approved 
it, it should go into effect in March, 1853 ; otherwise 
it should go into effect in December of that year. An 
adverse vote would have given the Legislature an 
opportunity to repeal the law before the latter date. 
The referendum resolution offered by the Clement 
people recognized the constitutional difSculties of a 
popular reference, by providing that the proposed 
license local option law become in force ''when a ma- 
jority of the voters of the state signify their approval 
in the same manner as the prohibitory law became 
effective 50 years ago.'' 

If the republican state committee had submitted a 
referendum resolution contemplatng a constitutional 
measure the impression of insincerity would not have 
spread as rapidly as it did. 

The Clement people held a hurried conference and 
decided that while a law on the Stewart resolution 
lines would not be constitutional, the adoption of the 
resolution by the convention would in their opinion 
be accepted as a moral victory for the cause of local 
option. They therefore did not oppose the resolution. 
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The compunctions of the prohibitionists were sub- 
dued by the thought that it was unconstitutional any- 
way ; while the local optionists were satisfied with the 
moral effect even of a fatally defective referendum 
resolution. 

''If six months ago," said the Randolph Herald, 
''anyone had predicted that the republican platform 
of Vermont this year would favor the passage of a high 
license local option law by the next Legislature, the 
same to be submitted to the voters and to go into 
effect if ratified by them, such a prophet would have 
been wholly without honor. Scarcely less improbable 
was the prospect of a direct demand for a caucus law. 
Tet both these things do appear in the platform adopt- 
ed last week, and the explanation is one word^ — Clem- 
ent. He did it with his six weeks' campaign of the state, 
his telling speeches, his special car and his coon quar- 
tette. Tet Clement was but the spark that fired the 
magazine. Despite the seeming strength of prohibi- 
tion, many persons have doubted as to the actual hold 
it had on the people at lai^e. Of late for many rea- 
sons not here to be specified, the current has been 
setting fast toward local option, and Mr. Clement, with 
more sagacity than many among us gave him credit 
for, was the man to step forth, at the right moment, 
and crush the eggshell." 
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The uncertain note struck by the convention on 
local option was made all the more disturbing by the 
choice of a standardbearer. His views had been the 
mystery of the campaign. Former Gov. Woodbury 
had written the Burlington Free Press in April : 

''Tou as well as other friends of Gen. MoGuUough 
must feel disappointed at the evasiveness of his reply 
to a direct question as to which law — ^the present pro- 
hibitory law or the proposed law — ^he was in favor of. 
He says that he will be in favor of any law that the 
members of the Legislature, fresh from the people, 
may enact. But how does he know that the members 
of the Legislature will not dodge voting upon such an 
issue, the same as he did when the referendum bill 
was before the senate in 1900? What reason has he 
to believe that an ordinary legislator will have more 
courage than he has shown upon this question? Mr. 
Proctor and Mr. Clement have not left it to the people 
to guess where they stand." 

Press comment was either an eloquent silence or 
remarks like this from the Enosburg .Standard : 

''Over his own signature Mr. Proctor defines his 
position as unequivocally in favor of the prohibitory 
law. Gen. McCullough, on the other hand, straddles 
the question. He is for either prohibition or license 
or neither.'' 
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Mr. Clement, who had just begun his noted speak- 
ing campaign, said of Gen. MeCullough in bis address 
at Brandon on April 23 : ''So far as his record is con- 
cerned his mind is a vacuum upon this subject. He 
sat in the senate in 1898 representing Bennington 
county, but he dodged every vote on the question of 
license or prohibition. He has no opinion whatever ; 
and I have also said that as an individual I was of the 
opinion that Qen. MeCullough was a license man. 
Perhaps I ought to apologize for having stated that 
in my opinion Gen. MeCullough was a license man; 
but in making that statement, I thought I was speak- 
ing the truth. I will withdraw it; for Gen. MeCul- 
lough has come out in a letter in which he places him- 
self squarely upon his published record on this matter. 
He dodges absolutely. He says to both the prohibi- 
tionist and to the license man : ** If you will only make 
me your governor, I will do just what either of you 
want I should." He has finally got a platform, and 
he has turned it up on the edge, and he sits a-straddle 
of it with one leg on either side, asking for votes of 
both parties, because he has no opinion one way or the 
other. If somebody doesn't pull him off the platform 
before the convention occurs, he will be split to his 
collar bone. It's the worst case of political suicide 
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I ever saw. The general has actually stabbed himself 
with a squash." 

But even more to the point in determining the 
status of Gen. McCullough in reference to local option 
legislation was the estimate of Rev. G. W. Morrow, the 
ofScial head of the Vermont branch of the Anti-Saloon 
League, who had written E. B. Morse in April : 

''Thank you very much for forwarding to me at 
once the information sought after. I feel that I may 
say this to you and through you to Mr. Proctor: We 
admire the stand of Mr. Proctor and his outspoken 
and frank expression of his attitude on the temper- 
ance question and what may be expected of him, and 
feel sure that the State of Vermont will never regret 
her action if Mr. Proctor should be the next governor. 

**Mr. McCullough 's letter is not what we wish it 
might have been; but our common enemy is Percival 
W. Clement with his license and local option prin- 
ciples as expressed in his letter announcing his candi- 
dacy, and as also known to the state prior to the 
announcement in that letter. As to the other two can- 
didates — ^Mr. Proctor or Mr. McCullough — ^we regard 
them both as safe men, and the attitude of the State 
Anti-Saloon League should be, and is hereby declared 
to be — Clement delegates must be defeated whenever 
possible in every town in the state, whether it be by 



ETHICS OF THE BEPUBLICAN CALL. 145 

Proctor delegates or McCullough delegates. The tem- 
perance people of the state should unite in favor of 
either Mr. Proctor or Mr. McCullough as they see the 
possibility of defeating the Clement delegates by 
either. 

'* Where the fight is on in a town between Mr. 
Proctor on the one side and Mr. McCullough on the 
other, our friends must choose for themselves as to 
whether they should vote for Proctor delegates or 
McCullough delegates." 

The letters circulated at that time for the purpose 
of defining Mr. Proctor's position were as follows: 

Proctor, Vt., April 29, 1902. 

Mr. J. S. Stiles, West Derby, Vt. : 

My dear Sir : Replying to yours of the 26th would 
say that I inclose herewith a copy of a letter I wrote 
Dr. Busslow of Randolph in reply to an inquiry from 
him regarding my position on the license question. 
Think this covers my position fully and am v^ry 
glad indeed to send you this copy. 

Very truly yours, 

F. D. PROCTOR. 

Proctor, Vt, April 16, 1902. 

Dr. L. A. Russlow, Randolph, Vt. : 

My dear Sir: In reply to your letter of the 15th 
inst., I am perfectly willing to state to you frankly 
my position in respect to the prohibitory law. I am 

(10) 
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and always have been in favor of it, and I have always 
so voted when in the Legislature. I believe that it 
is better suited to promote the welfare and sobriety of 
our state than any soheme of license. 

Yours very truly, 

FLETCHER D. PROCTOR. 

One of the personal appeals to the local option 
champion to remain inside the republican party came 
from a life-long friend. This friend, who had been 
in public life, drew a distinction in his letter between 
principle and policy in defining the attitude of voters 
toward a local option system, the writer contenting 
himself with deeming it a mere matter of policy. He 
also called the large Clement vote in the republican 
convention a personal victory. The reply closed in 
this manner: 

''You say, *Nor do I regard the personal interests 
of either of you, Gen. McCullough or myself, as im- 
portant as the preservation of the integrity of the 
Republican Party of Vermont.' That is the very 
question at issue and it is upon that question that I 
am going to appeal to the people of Vermont. I can- 
not believe that the Republican party owes its life 
to the corrupt machine that dominates it. It does 
not lie in the mouths of the parties who perpetrated 
the fraud to question the time when any man shall 
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elect to take advantage of it. I suppose I may have 
some vanity but I do not feel that it influences my 
judgment in this matter any more than I feel any 
credit is due to me for the campaign which I have 
conducted this far. I am merely a Vermont citizen 
having the time and the money to advocate a principle 
or a policy of government which I believe correct. It 
has been done in a fair way and credit for the result 
is not due to me but to the great body of honest men 
in the state who think as I do. 

** After our long friendship I regret that we are to 
separate upon political issues. I expect to give some 
hard blows in this campaign, and of course, must not 
complain if I receive them, but throughout all I shall 
have the same high regard for your honor, your in- 
tegrity and yourself that I have always had. 
** Yours very sincerely, 

'•PBRCIVAL W. CLEMENT." 

The great bulk of the persons who urged Mr. 
Clement not to bolt argued that if he supported the 
regular nomination, nothing could prevent his own 
nomination four years later without serious opposi* 
tion. But, why give aid and comfort to the prohibi- 
tory cause by giving up the fight 1 Local option would 
have died on June 19, 1902, if the Clement campaign 
had ended there. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

A Strenuous August. 

The month of August 1902 in Vermont has gone 
into history with a record for political turmoil rivaled 
only by the stern recruiting days of the early sixties. 

Mr. Clement, who had just risen from a sick bed, 
took to the huskings again on July 30, when he ad- 
dressed a packed house in the Union Opera House, 
Manchester Center. 

The speaker naturally made bribery and bolting 
features of his address. He read the Beatty speech 
which the republican state convention would not per- 
mit to be delivered. No one could mistake Mr. Clem- 
ent 's meaning when he said in the course of his Man- 
chester speech : 

**We count ourselves a free people, but what free- 
dom is there for us if money is to control our elec- 
tions? 

** Corruption, like any poison works swiftly, and we 
must either stamp it out or it will permeate every 
branch of political government, and finally every 
seam of society. 
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''The time to eradicate it is when it is first dis- 
covered. 

''The way to cure it is to hammer the head of the 
corraptionist. You may pass laws upon this subject 
from now until Doomsday — that will avail nothing 
unless public opinion frowns upon such methods. 

' ' It has been well said that public office is a public 
trust. If it is to be put upon the auction block and 
sold to the highest bidder, if such methods are to gov- 
ern, how, living, can we look each other in the face, 
and how, dying, can we meet that race of rock-ribbed, 
honest Yermonters who ran this state in the years 
gone by when corruption was unheard of, when brib- 
ery was unknown? 

"Allegiance to party is an honorable thing, but 
it is not to party that we owe the highest allegiance ; 
it is to the state and to the nation and to ourselves, to 
that honor which lies deep in the heart of every 
honest man. 

"It is one of the highest attributes of a party man 
to keep faith with his party and the highest standards 
of his party platform and its creed. We should not, 
however, confound party with men. 

"The men who cast their lot with a party for 
whatever is in it for them, the men who through un- 
scrupulous methods have temporarily obtained con- 
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trol of its affairs, are quick to cry treason to party 
when any loyal party son calls attention to their own 
political crimes. 

** Parties are formed and held together, how? This 
is the test question. Why by principles and not by 
men. 

** Party stands for principle, not for individuals. 
Principles make the party ; individuals form a ring. 

''A man dies and crumbles into dust, but the 
truth which nerves men's hearts to action lives after 
him. 

**The party stands for truth. 

**The party stands for good government. 

**The party stands for honor. 

**The ring stands for corruption. 

* * The ring stands for bribery. 
The ring stands for dishonor. 
The first are our country's comer-stone and we 

swear by it forever. The second three form the unholy 
trinity of the ring which has cut loose from every tie 
that ought to bind ; the ring is the real bolter of this 
campaign, yet holds up its hands in horror and cries 
*stop thief to us. 

* * Oh, my friends, if it is bolting to struggle for an 
honest law — ^if it is bolting to denounce corruption — 
if it is bolting to labor for the welfare and honor of 
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Vermont, then teach your children that a bolt is the 
grandest thing on earth ; make them bolters from their 
first breath to the last, from the cradle to the grave. 

''They call me renegade, faithless man. With 
whom have I broken faith? Not with the principles 
of the Grand Old Republican party of the past, nor 
with the methods of ascertaining the sentiment of 
the people which have prevailed since the state was 
bom down to now. 

''I break away from the nominee who has obtained 
his nomination by bribery. When has party alle- 
giance been carried to a point where it demands that 
a republican should support the nominee of the con- 
vention, who obtained his nomination by fraud? 

''Bolter? Yes. The word has a welcome sound. 

"Renegade? Never! 

"A man is never faithless who turns his back upon 
the bribe giver. Nor does it lie in the mouth of the 
bribe giver to say when the republican party of this 
state shall take advantage of his fraud. 

"When the license delegation tried to get the atten- 
tion of the chairman of the Montpelier convention the 
McGuUough leaders knew for what purpose, and it 
was on that account that they were driven from the 
hall. 
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* * I am going to read you now the speech which we 
tried to bring before the republican convention." 

THB SUPPRESSED SPEECH OP DELEGATE 

S. J. BEATTY. 

Tuesday afternoon the 17th inst., I was called up 
at my residence by telephone by a gentleman who said 
he wished to come over and see me. Twenty minutes 
later I was visited by a reputable merchant of Bur- 
lington, who asked for a private interview. There 
were ladies in the adjoining room who heard him make 
the request. I took him into my office, and he pre- 
faced his conversation by remarking that he did not 
know why he should be asked to visit me except that 
it was known that he and I had been good friends 
since we had known each other. He then made the 
request that I would not mention his name in regard 
to the matter he had come to speak to me about. I 
replied, if what he wished to say to me were all right, 
T would keep his name a secret. 

**Then," said he, **you know you will not see the 
prohibitory law repealed in Vermont for the next 
hundred years. The men who are in the fight for 
governor are all rich — millionaires, in fact. There is 
plenty of money being spent in the fight ; and if I were 
in your place I would take all the money I could get. 
Somebody is going to get it ; you might as well have it. 
Now I have been asked by an agent of Gen. McCul- 
lough to come to you and arrange for a meeting be- 
tween, you an^ him. What he wants you to do is to 
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vote for McCullough on the second ballot. You can 
vote for Clement on the first ballot. He wants you to 
vote for McCullough so as to prevent a stampede in 
the convention to a dark horse. For this he is willing 
to pay you, not $50 or $100, but it will be $500 or 
$1,000, and there will not be any trouble about the 
goods being delivered either." 

I replied with some warmth that I regarded my 
ballot as sacred as my honor as the tangible thing I 
possessed of American independence and manhood and 
that Gen. McCullough nor no other man had money 
enough to buy my vote. I also told him not to send 
Qen. McCullough 's agent to me, nor to tell me his 
name ; for if he did I would expose him [the agent] . 

We had further conversation, during which he was 
good enough to say that he had told the party who 
sent him that he did not believe S. J. Beatty was the 
man who would do that sort of thing. 

Then I inquired of him if he had been asked to 
see any of the other delegates. He replied that he had 
been asked to see two others. 

After he left the thought occurred to me that he 
is a poor soldier who will not fire his gun when the 
enemy is on the picket lines; so I communicated the 
incident to F. C. Herrington, A. 0. Humphrey and 
Dr. Vincent so that they might have an opportunity 
of knowing that attempts at bribery were being made. 

I would like to add that it was never my intention 
to give this matter to the public. All I desired was 
to preserve the Burlington delegation solid for Clem- 
ent, but the incident got bruited around Montpelier 
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long before our delegation arrived there, and it was 
impossible for me to shirk the responsibility of making 
a statement when requested by the leaders of the 
party to do so. 

It has been intimated that I was seeking cheap 
notoriety and wanted some oflSce. Those who know me 
best would hardly accuse me of seeking notoriety, 
cheap or dear. While as to running for any office or 
desiring any political preferment, the public may 
rest assured that I have no political ambitions one way 
or the other. 

Clean politics appeal to my nature, and for that 
reason I identified myself with the Clement movement 
for the repeal of a prohibitory law which has done 
more to corrupt the manhood of Vermont to my own 
knowledge than all the liquor you could get men to 
swallow in the next fifteen years would do. 

Men go into court and perjure themselves with the 
same nonchalance that an auctioneer would show in 
selling an unsound horse. The sanctity of the oath 
is gone, and a man who would hesitate to steal a 
pocket knife will swear he is proprietor of a business 
he never paid a dollar for because he is paid and hired 
to swear it. 

Unclean politics in Vermont are largely due to the 
demoralizing influences emanating from the prohibi- 
tory statute and it is the duty of every man who has 
the welfare of the state at heart to register his vote 
and use his influence to regenerate the state. A 
political and not a religious revival is what Vermont 
needs. 
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Mr. Clement continued: 

"We can respect the public enemy who wages war 
against us face to face, because he deems his cause to 
be just, and he is bound to us by no tie, no pledge, 
no oath ; but every American citizen is bound to each 
other and to the state by the solemn obligation of an 
oath and he who breaks that oath is a perjurer before 
God and man. 

**What is your most sacred possession? The ballot 
in the hands of honest men. 

"What is your greatest weapon against wrong? 
The ballot in the hands of honest men. 

"What is the most potent factor for good govern- 
ment and the welfare of the state? The ballot in the 
hands of honest men. The poor man is on a level 
with the rich on election day, and the man who robs 
you of that ballot and the man who with his dirty 
money tempts the vicious wretch or poor traitor should 
be driven out of sight, — driven from public life, — 
driven from off the earth ; he is not fit for decent men. 

"The nation which attacks us is our public enemy, 
yet we may honor and respect it. 

"An American who betrays us is a traitor and 
deserves our hate, but what shall we say of the man 
who uses money to buy votes? 
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**He saps the comer-stone of the republic. He 
poisons the fountain head of popular government. He 
steals our honor. He defiles that most sacred right 
of citizenship, — the franchise of the freeman. 

**When elections become corrupt the franchise is 
gone, and government of the people is a thing of the 
past. 

''We are today passing through a critical period 
in Vermont's history. Much depends upon our ac- 
tion. 

**If we become accessories to this crime by con- 
doning the offense and electing to the highest o£Sce 
in our gift the bribe giver, his disgrace becomes the 
dishonor of the whole state." 

This line of talk was followed in the Clement 
speeches which followed in quick succession until elec- 
tion day. He and his party drove the next day 
over the mountain from Bennington to Brattleboro, 
where a cordial reception was given them. They 
drove up the West River valley, the next day, Aug. 1, 
to South Londonderry. At Townsend Mr. Clement 
addressed a group of citizens from the hotel steps; 
at Newfane it was a case of handshaking and at 
Jamaica another speech from the veranda of the Glea- 
son house. 
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It is recorded of the South Londonderry rally 
that "practically the whole community turned out." 

August 2 was another day of driving through the 
rural district and being greeted by the farmers. The 
party left South Londonderry in the morning and pro- 
ceeded through Peru and Manchester to Arlington, 
where in the town hall in the evening the last Clement 
speech of the Bennington trip was delivered. 

P. H. Button of Rutland accompanied the party 
and spoke briefly at all the rallies. 

The McCullough speaking campaign opened with 
an out-door rally at Manchester, August 5. The 
crowd was large, interested and responsive. 

.Secretary of the Treasury Leslie M. Shaw, Con- 
gressmen C. N. Fowler of New Jersey and D. J. 
Foster, United District Attorney James L. Martin 
and the republican candidate for governor were the 
speakers, and on the stand sat a representative repub- 
lican company including Former Governor Ormsbee 
and Dr. W. Seward Webb. Mr. Foster presided. Mr. 
Martin discussed state issues, the distinguished men 
from abroad national issues and Gen. McCullough 
made a personal statement. 

** Clement," said Mr. Martin in the course of a 
vigorous speech, **is the champion of free rum. The 
license bill which he introduced into the senate proves 
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it. He would have several classes of licenses, one of 
not over $5 for druggists who sell liquor not to be 
drunk on the premises. This is free rum and I could 
not vote for such a bill. The republican party offers 
to submit the license question to the people.'' The 
speaker also said : ' ' Gen. McCullough told me in con- 
versation today that he had never spent a dollar nor 
knew of a dollar being spent in his behalf to buy a 
single vote or to improperly influence any man at the 
polls or at the caucuses." 

After Secretary "Shaw and Congressman Fowler 
had pleaded for the national platform Gen McCul- 
lough was called upon, and he was greeted with 
hearty applause as he advanced to front of the plat- 
form. When silence was restored he said: — 

^^Mr. Chairman, Ladies and Oentlemen: — 

"It was not on the programme that I was to say 
anything, and my first remark is to follow the exam- 
ple of my friend, Congressman Fowler. I call for 
three cheers for our foreign guests and speakers, which 
cheers I ask shall not be given only by the men and 
women, but also by the democrats. Three cheers for 
Secretary Shaw and Congressman Fowler. 

**We thank them, ladies and gentlemen, for lifting 
this canvass up to a high plane. Instead of groveling. 
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as perhaps some of you may have done a week ago, 
in the slime and mud of the populist canvass, you are 
lifted up into a higher air. Get out of the meshes, the 
subterfuge, mire and bogs, the miasma and the sewer 
gas of Clement. Get up into the better air and breathe 
the republican administration, bask in the republican 
sunshine. As Gen. Harrison says, 'Turn your face 
to the East; turn your eye toward the rising sun.' 
Its rays are already gilding the hilltops. There is no 
room for a third party in Vermont. They used to 
say during the war — ^Bob Ingersoll and others — ^that 
there was not air enough in America for but one flag 
and that was the stars and stripes, and there is not 
room in Vermont for any but one republican party. 
These gentlemen have lifted this canvass to a higher 
plane. They have lifted it to national lines. They 
are aware that Vermont speaks first, that Vermont 
answers to the roll-call first in the field. What shall 
your answer be? You know it has been stated until 
it has become trite that Vermont sets the pace for Hie 
other states in the Union. That the star that has never 
yet set by its radiance gives light and inspiration and 
hope and encouragement to Maine and the other Sep- 
tember and October states, but the turn that Vermont's 
majority shows is what makes it so important. 
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' * Now what shall your verdict be f You know, my 
friends, that ever since the organization of the repub- 
lican party Vermont by her verdict has always been, 
true to her own interests and the interests of the na- 
tion. During the almost half century of the existence 
of the republican party Vermont has always through 
her republican vote been as true as the lode stone to 
the pole." 

The republicans had a bad half hour when this 
speech was circulated through the state. It was a 
case of disappointment. A quotation from an edi- 
torial appearing in the Randolph Herald and News, 
republican, will serve here on this point: 

**Say, McCuUough, can't you do a little better 
than you did at Manchester in the way of a campaign 
speech? This is your opening, man. Get into the 
game. Tag Clement like his own shadow. Give him 
as good as he sends, with a little extra for full mea- 
sure. Don't depend on the organization to carry you 
through * * * * You're the man, on trial. Vin- 
dicate yourself and tell the people why you should be 
the next governor." 

Six days later, August 11, republican and demo- 
cratic speakers addressed a political gathering at Bel- 
lows Falls. The leading orator, Felix W. McGettrick, 
democratic candidate for governor, justified his course 
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in opposing the local option ticket. He contended 
that the democratic party stood for the common people, 
and that their candidate did not ride about the state 
in a palace car and address the populace from a pedes- 
tal. He rejected the notion that there was but one 
issue before the voters and declined to give Clement 
the credit of bringing to light the iniquities of prohi- 
bition. He told his audience how he had found in the 
St. Albans' records evidence that a certain state's 
attorney had in one day traveled 1735 miles, attended 
33 trials and had received for his day's services $700. 
The speaker also told about a man who had been em- 
ployed about the Central House, who had been fined 
regularly for selling liquor for three years after his 
death. He did not expect to be elected in September, 
nor did he think that there was any more probability 
of Clement's election. 

Frank C. Archibald of Manchester, republican, 
made a more direct attack upon Clement. He de- 
nounced the afSdavits circulated by the Local Option 
League as to the corrupt use of money on the part 
of McCuUough workers, and read other affidavits 
designed to show that the local option workers had 
themselves used money illegally. He did not think 
however that either McCuUough or Clement should 
be held responsible for what other men might do. 

(11) 
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Gen. McCullough appeared at Ludlow on August 
13 and branohed out a bit in appealing to the electorate 
of Windsor county. 

Henry T. Brown, president of the Ludlow repub- 
lican club, was in the chair. In his introduction of 
Gen. McCullough, he said : 

**We have no spectacular exhibitions to present 
here, no coon quartet or brass band, but we have a man 
who is first, a gentleman ; second, the nominee of the 
republican party ; third the next governor of the Old 
Green Mountain state. It gives me great pleasure to 
introduce Gen. John G. McCullough." 

Gen McCullough responded: 

**Mr. Chairman, ladies and gentlemen of Ludlow; 
It gives me also great pleasure for the first time in 
my life to stand in the presence of a Ludlow audience. 
Ludlow is to be congratulated on her embarrassment of 
riches. I would prefer myself to listen to Mrs. Hud- 
son's music or that of Mr. Maxham, or to the words 
of my friend who has preceded me or my friend who 
succeeds me. But with the music and the excellent 
address of Cushman and the fact that I intend to give 
Plumley a fair show, I will push along. 

**This campaign is exceptional for an off year in 
Vermont politics. It is exceptional for any year. As 
has been said, for the last fifty years the republican 
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party has marched from the convention hall to the 
polls in September to victory and success. This year 
you have presented both local and national issues. The 
republican party is always ready to meet either or 
both and to consult with the people and decide what 
is best for the commonwealth. As to the local issues 
they have been so thoroughly discussed already, that 
I shall have but a word to say. 

*'Cushman has so thoroughly riddled the bogus 
platform as he went along, showing that it went from 
bad to worse that it reminded me of the old Methodist 
preacher who announced that his text was *'the world, 
the flesh and the devil." He said, "My brethren, as 
my time is short, I will say but a word about the world, 
not much about the flesh, and go straight to thef 
devil.'' 

'* Just one word as to the referendum. I want to 
say that like every other nominee of the republican 
state convention, I stand squarely upon, the whole 
platform, including the referendum plank. It is the 
duty now of the republican party to elect republicans 
to the Legislature and the duty of the General Assem- 
bly to frame the fairest, best and wisest local option 
bill that the Vermont Legislature can devise, and then 
submit it to the people for adoption or rejection. 

That is the law and the gospel of this liquor ques- 
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tion this year. The democrats say 'Elect us and we 
will pass a high license bill.' The republicans say, 
'Send us to Montpelier and we will give the referen- 
dum so that the people can say whether or not they 
want a local option bill or what kind of a bill they 
wish, if any. ' This eliminates in a great measure this 
question. In the finance question, I have read all 
these charges for the last twenty or thirty years in 
Vermont, and I think I know, I know I believe, that 
the republicans of Vermont have not been of the stock 
in the past to raise up plunderers of the public funds. 

''There is nothing brought to light, and it seems to 
me that it is a vile slander that the name and fame 
of Vermont should be so charged by some one looking 
for the suffrage of the people, and I believe it will 
meet the condemnation of the people in September. 

"As to personal charges, you know that in the 
republican convention both of the candidates other 
than the bolting, were charged by the bolters with cor- 
ruption. So far as charges are concerned, they are 
all, in general and in detail, unqualifiedly false. I 
never used or authorized to be used one solitary dollar 
in any pre-convention canvass or since, corruptly or 
illegally, and I am willing to leave that on the simple 
statement to the freedmen of Vermont and see what 
they have to say in September next. I will not permit 



A 8TEENU0U8 AUGUST. 165 

myself, nor so far as possible, the name of Vermont 
to be dragged down into the slime of the gutter. 

''Let me pass on to some of the national issues. 
The bolters say there are no national issues. Vermont 
is divorced from the Union, the republican party no 
longer has a place in the great army of 45 states. 
There are no local issues. I don't wonder they are 
ashamed. No local issues? Why, my friends, read 
the signs of the times. Read the authorized statement 
of Congressman Babcock where he says that anyone 
who will read the democratic speeches, that anyone 
who knows the maneuvering of the democratic poli- 
ticians knows that tremendous efforts are being put 
forth to carry the lower house of Congress for the 
democracy. 

''No national issues? Cleveland was elected in 
1884. In 1886 a republican Lower House of Congress 
was elected. That foretold a republican president in 
1888; Harrison was elected. In 1890 the democrats 
carried theXower House of Congress; that told you 
there would be a democrat in the White House in 18&2 
and Cleveland was elected. In 1894 the republicans 
carried the Lower House of Congress. In 1896 Me- 
Kinley was elected. In 1898 the Lower House of 
Congress was republican and that told you that Mc- 
Kinley would be re-elected in 1900. My friends, 
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Vermont's election comes in September; what elec- 
tion has such influence with the other states. No 
national issues? What would this mean, my friends, 
a democratic Congress? It would mean that the ad- 
ministration would be blocked, it would mean that 
Roosevelt's administration would be blocked, that his 
proposed liberal reciprocity treaty with Cuba would 
be blocked. It would mean a democratic Congress, 
tinkering with the tariff, of ruin in the wave of your 
prosperity. No national issues? No difference 
whether you vote for Clement or McCullough or Mc- 
Gettrick. It is as important is it ever was that the re- 
publican party should roll up a big majority for the 
encouragement of sister states in September. 

*'What will Vermont do? Well, fellow citizens, 
Chauncey Depew has said over and over again in his 
speeches in 1900: '*My fellow citizens, I have just 
heard from Vermont. Vermont has gone rising 30,000 
majority. I know, and I am no prophet, that this 
means a republican Lower House or Congress and a 
republican president in the White House. That shows 
the trend; as goes Vermont, so goes Maine and all 
the other states north from the Atlantic to the Pacific. 
* * * As Gen. Harrison used to say, turn your eyes, 
my young friends, to the rising sun. Its rays are still 
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gilding the hill tops. Get away from the bogs of the 
croaker and the pessimist. Get out of the miasma and 
sewer gas of the bolter. Get out into the upper air, 
bask in the sunshine of the republican party. Drink 
in the ozone of the republican administration. Join 
the party of great moral ideas so that you and yours 
may claim some little of the glories of this future. 
Let me impress upon you that upon your shoulders 
rests the future of this republic, or coming nearer 
home, upon your shoulders rests the future of our 
beloved stat^, Vermont. Consult your elders. Join 
the party, my young friends, whose birth in '54 and 
'56 gave life to the nation, the party whose creed 
proclaimed freedom to all the inhabitants, the party 
of Lincoln who struck the shackles from thousands, 
with the party of Grant and Sherman and Sheridan, 
the party that when the war was over had the states- 
manship to gather together the scattered threads of 
the Union." 

Two days later, Aug. 15, came another McCullough 
rally — and this at Rutland. Robert A. Lawrence pre- 
sided at the opera house on this occasion, which was 
one of the notable McCullough rallies of the cam- 
paign. Dr. W. Seward Webb, Gen. W. Y. W. Ripley, 
Ira A. Allen and other republican leaders were on 
the platform. United States District Attorney James 
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L. Martin delivered another of his spirited speeches. 
He said in part : 

**At the last convention assembled at Montpelier 
to nominate our standard bearer for the republican 
ticket this question [referendum] was presented. The 
platform was drawn up; it was submitted to the 
friends of my friend — to those who believed in high 
license, and there was not one single delegate on the 
floor of that convention who believed in having high 
license but was satisfied with the republican platform 
thus adopted. There were those who believed in pro- 
hibition that opposed that plank in our platform. 
Every single member of that convention that bolted 
it acquiesced in that plank of the platform. One of 
the spokesmen of the bolting candidate today was in 
the convention at Montpelier and stood upon the floor 
of that convention after having asked for a recess of 
10 or 15 minutes to consider it — I believe he took 20 
minutes — came back and stated that if they meant 
that, it was entirely satisfactory. That platform was 
a referendum to be submitted to the people and let 
them fight it out ; if they voted it should be the law, 
it should be ; if not, then the present law should con- 
tinue — that same man, a citizen of yours (and a man 
personally I have nothing to say about him — only as 
discussing these political matters) — ^that same man 
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on June 25th came into your county convention and 
advocated a bolt, not from the ticket specifically but 
the very platform which he had said was satisfactory to 
them. 'What do you mean by that?' says one. I 
mean this, that this man offered a resolution in your 
county convention asking that the county convention 
pledge itself to support a bill without the referendum, 
just exactly what the democratic party now supports. 
That man was the first bolter. In that same conven- 
tion the bolting candidate for governor advocated the 
adoption of that resolution. He was the next bolter. 

''Who is to be charged with want of good faith; 
with want of honesty; with want of integrity, so far 
as the platform is concerned? The men who bolted 
it in your county convention of the republican party 
and its candidates who stand squarely upon the plat- 
form. ' ' 

Gen. McCullough when called upon repeated his 
statement made at Manchester and added: 

"On the third local issue: It has been so thor- 
oughly discussed by Mr. Martin, that I shall attempt 
to say only this : that I think I know and I know I be- 
lieve that the people of Vermont have not been of the 
stock in the past to raise up plunderers of the public 
funds, and I say that it is a vile slander upon the 
name and fame of Vermont for any man seeking the 
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suffrages of the people to go about the state urging 
such slanders against the state of Vermont and its 
citizens, and I believe all such slanders will receive 
their condemnation on the 2d of September." 

Gen. McCullough also made this personal refer- 
ence: '^So far as charges are concerned they are in 
general and in detail unqualifiedly false. I never used 
nor authorized to be used one solitary dollar in any 
pre-convention canvass or since corruptly or illeg- 
ally, and I am willing to leave that one single state- 
ment to the freemen of Vermont." 

The next day the Burlington Free Press called upon 
Mr. Clement to show his book of campaign expenses. 
This precipitated a brisk passage-at-arms. The edi- 
torial brought this response from Mr. Clement: 

Rutland, Vt, Aug. 17, 1902. 

Editor of the Burlington Free Press, Burlington^ Vt. : 

My attention has been called to the following edi- 
torial which appeared in your issue of yesterday, 
August 16 : 

** While the bolter-in-chief is talking about purity 
in politics it might be well for him to call off the 
Burlington lieutenant who is boasting of the amount 
of money to be spent in this city. By the way, is it 
Clement's money or did it come from outside the 
state? While Clement is about it he might show what 
his campaign for the straight nomination for governor 
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coet and how many thousands were spent in his behalf 
when he was elected Rutland's representative. Will 
Mr. Clement show his books?" 

My answer is: *'Yes, Mr. Clement will show his 
books." 

I will show the amount of money which has been 
used in the license-local option campaign and from 
whom it has been received and that not one dollar has 
been received from any person outside the state of 
Vermont. I will show how much money has been ex- 
pendedy to whom paid, and for what purpose ; and to 
this end I will offer all of the books of the License Lo- 
cal Option League and every paper in its files. I will 
also show my own books of account, check books and 
every paper in my possession. I will also show how 
much was spent in my campaign when I was elected 
representative of Rutland. The amount was less than 
one thousand dollars. This is the opportunity I have 
been looking for. 

I will appoint a man, you may appoint another, 
they may select the third, and to these referees a full 
and complete statement shall be made, as I have above 
indicated, and these referees shall publish the amount 
which has been expended in the campaign; and, if 
they find that any money has been improperly used, 
they shall publish the amount so used, the name of the 
party expending it, the purpose for which it was paid 
and the name of the party receiving it. 

The same committee shall call upon Gen. McCul- 
lough to furnish like information in regard to his 
campaign and canvass and shall make public the 
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amount of money which he has spent and, if improp- 
erly used, shall publish the amount so used, the name 
of the party expending it, the prpose for which it 
was paid and the name of the person receiving it. 

I am anxious to know who paid the $500 to the 
fire companies of Middlebury, who furnished the 
money which was paid to voters in that town at the 
time the republican caucus was held there. I wish 
to know who paid voters at New Haven Junction to 
support McCullough delegates in the republican cau- 
cus, who redeemed the brass checks which were issued 
to voters in Bristol and how much such redemption 
cost, who cashed the checks which were issued to the 
supporter of McCullough in Yerg^nnes, who paid for 
the beer which was furnished at the McCullough clubs 
in Burlington, who furnished the corruption fund 
which was used in support of McCullough in that 
city, St. Albans and otiier towns in the state. 

The people of Vermont are anxious to know all 
these facts and in order that they may have full know- 
ledge of the amounts which have been expended by 
Gen. McCullough, as well as myself, in this campaign, 
whereby to guide their judgment on election day, I 
particularly request that you name your referee imme- 
diately, in order that the facts may be published as 
soon as possible. 

PERCIVAL W. CLEMENT. 

The Free Press failed to stand by the terms of its 
own challenge after Mr. Clement had accepted. It 
had not foreseen that McCullough would of neces- 



A STBENU0U8 AUGUST, 173 

sity be a party to an exposition of campaign expense 
accounts and it eentented itself with inunendo by 
interrogation : 

**Will Mr. Clement's books or those of any organi- 
zation at his command show who furnished the money 
for the purchase of voters in different counties, and 
who provided the money that was to be paid to dele- 
gates and the amount thus provided ? If these matters 
were not committed to writing, of what avail will it 
be to show his books for the purpose of clearing up 
his campaign? 

Does Mr. Clement desire to have the public under- 
stand that books at his command will show who took 
a roll of money 'as big as a man's fist' at Middlebury 
to be used for the purpose of trying to elect delegates 
to the state republican convention, and how many 
dollars the roll contained and who furnished itt If 
his books will not show this, of what assistance would 
be the showing of his check book and his cash account 
for the purpose of clearing up the cloud hanging over 
his campaign? 

''Will Mr. Clement have the people understand 
that any books he can produce would show the 
names of the men in Fair Haven who received $5 
for every 10 votes for Clement delegates they gathered 
in, as checked off on the check list, and exhibit the 
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total sum thus expended? If his books or those of 
some organization do not show this, what would the 
showing of the books he has amount to? 

**Can Mr. Clement produce any books that will 
show the amount of money spent for the purpose of 
colonizing men of New Hampshire in republican cau- 
cuses at Brattleboro and other towns in the Connect- 
icut valley for the purpose of helping to elect Clement 
delegates to the state republican convention? If 
cheeks and cash books at the command of himself or 
of some organization, will not show this, what would 
the exhibition of his books amount to?" 

The Rutland Herald was perfectly justified in 
making the following comment on the way the Free 
Press unhorsed itself: 

**Mr. Clement's books and the books of the Local 
Option League do show precisely how much money 
was used in the various directions indicated by the 
Free Press. The Free Press lies by inference when 
it asks these mendacious questions. Now will it appeal 
to General McCuUough to expose his campaign ex- 
pense account along with the accounts which Mr. 
Clement is anxious to publish? The Free Press knows 
how every dollar of local option money can be in- 
spected. Mr. Clement has offered the key to his cam- 
paign accounts, but the machine does not dare to 
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open it. * * * * Here is the Free Press one 
day asking Mr. Clement to show his books and then 
when given permission it has the nerve to remark 
that of course he is willing to show his books as he 
is an adept at bookkeeping and juggles figures ; and, 
therefore, what avail will be the showing of his books? 
In the name of kind heaven, why then did the Free 
Press ask to see them! Did a Vermont editor ever 
before mix up such a mire hole of mendacity, bluff and 
bad logic and deliberately sit down in it?*' 

To resume the story of the Clement tour. He had 
rested from Saturday night, August 2 until Wednes- 
day, the 6th, when he appeared at the Bradford vil- 
lage hall ; thence on the 7th to Waterbury, where there 
were great doings, a special train from Morrisville 
and delegations from neighboring towns swelling the 
tide of partisan turmoil. 

By this time in most of the counties McCuUough 
and Clement meetings were being held in the smaller 
towns, through local initiative without any regard to 
state campaign committees. 

Mr. Clement spoke at Jeffersonville on the 13th, 
at Northfield on the 14th, at Richmond on the 15th, 
at Milton on the 16th, and at Barton on the 19th. The 
voters at the latter place had made special arrange- 
ments for a warm welcome. Special trains were run, 
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the hall was decorated, and there was some attempt at 
a torchlight procession. 

The next Clement speech was at Johnson on the 
20th. Then came Grand Isle on the 21st and Benning- 
ton on the 22nd. The latter was an open air meeting 
on South which was packed with a great throng. 
French voters held a Clement rally at the same time 
at Liberty hall. The Bennington meeting was one of 
the notable rallies of the campaign. 

The Clement Local Option Clubs of Rutland 
county had a sort of field day at the fair ground Rut- 
land on Monday, the 24th. President J. J. Trudel of 
the Clement Local Option Club introduced Mr. Clem- 
ent. Others speakers were William Wishart of Barre, 
Dr. F. X. Balleau of Will Lewiston, Me., and M. W. 
Cannon of West Rutland. The visiting clubs indulged 
in a monster but not very well regulated torch- 
light procession, which landed at the fair ground, 
where an elaborate display of fire-works closed the 
day in the presence of some 15,000 spectators. 

Starting out again, Mr. Clement addressed a Shar- 
on meeting in the afternoon of the 25th and a South 
Royalton meeting in the evening. 

The Barre rally the next day was the last and 
largest of several, over 5,000 listening to Mr. Clement 
and others. 
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The local option candidate spoke at Williamstown 
and Chelsea on the 27th, at Corinth and Wells River 
on the 28th, and at St. Johnsbury on the 29th. 
Another record crowd assembled at St. Johnsbury. 
The speaking was from a stand on Court square, and 
an estimate of 15,000 was made on the crowd. A 
torch-light procession, a thousand in line with four 
bands was a feature of the day. It was even larger 
than the crowd that greeted President McKinley. 

Charles A. Calderwood introduced S. Hollister 
Jackson of Barre, who was followed by Mr. Clement. 

The next day, Saturday, August 30, came the last 
Burlington rally with a crowd equaUy as large as at 
St. Johnsbury. Dr. W. S. Vincent introduced the 
speakers in the park. 

Mr. Clement closed his speaking tour at West 
Rutland, Monday night on the eve of the election. 
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CHAPTER X. 

The Legislature Electa. 

The closing scene of the local option drama of 
1902 was acted upon the Montpelier stage on October 
1. This was the first day of the newly elected Legis- 
lature. Drama it was, because of the uncertainty of 
the method of registering the verdict of the electorate 
on the choice of governor. 

The day broke with a legal conference of McCul- 
lough leaders at the residence of B. F. Fifield, occa- 
sioned by the possibility of an application by Mr. 
Clement to the supreme court, then in session at the 
capital, for a decree under quo warranto proceedings 
based on an alleged violation of the state constitution 
in the method of sorting and counting the votes cast 
for governor, lieutenant governor and treasurer. 

In the Grand Isle private car that morning another 
conference was being held on the offensive side of the 
same issue. 

The judgment of the Fifield conference amounted 
to this: The supreme court would rule that neither 
precedent nor statute could amend the constitution. 
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The conference in the Grand Isle private car ended 
in a determination not to appeal to the supreme court. 
The wisdom of this determination involves the merits 
of the constitutional point at issue and this will not 
now be discussed. 

Right here was the ending of the Clement local 
option campaign of 1902. 

The rest is soon told. When the two legislative 
bodies had organized, they appointed committees in- 
cluding one on elections. 

Senator Q. S. Backus and Representative C. W. 
Peck, both of Brandon, introduced the following joint 
resolution : — 

WHEREAS, It is claimed that at the election held 
in this state September 2 there was no choice for 
governor and lieutenant-governor, and 

WHEREAS, It is provided by Article 9 of the 
amendments to the constitution that the votes for 
governor, lieutenant-governor and treasurer of the 
state shall be sorted and counted and the result de- 
clared by a committee appointed by the senate and 
house of representatives, and 

WHEREAS, It is provided by section 139 of the 
Vermont Statutes for the purpose of greater certainty 
in the count of votes for state officers, that the town 
clerk shall keep the votes securely sealed for three 
years after an election; but, if called for, deliver 
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them to the committee appointed by the General As- 
sembly to canvass the same, and 

WHEREAS, It is claimed that great inaccuracies 
exist in the votes for governor, lieutenant governor 
and state treasurer at the last September election as 
shown by the certificates returned by the town clerks, 
therefore, 

RESOLVED that the committee to canvass the 
votes for state officers call upon the several town clerks 
in the state for the votes so preserved to the end that 
they make use of the same in determining with greater 
accuracy the vote actually cast for state officers." 

These resolutions were promptly tabled in both 
houses. Indeed, it was a day full of promptness in 
action. 

At a session of the joint committee on election at 
3 o 'clock in the afternoon Mr. Clement and his attor- 
ney, Alexander Dunnett of St. Johnsbury, presented 
themselves, and Mr. Dunnett asked permission to 
make certain suggestions regarding the constitutional 
rule for counting votes. He also offered evidence tend- 
ing to show that the total votes in many of the towns 
were different from the total vote shown by the cer- 
tificates in the hand of the secretary of state. 

The chairman ruled that Mr. Dunnett was out of 
order. 
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Senator Nelson, a member of the committee, ap- 
pealed from the decision of the chair. 

Senator 0. S. Annis was chairman. Upon the 
question of appeal from the ruling, Mr. Annis was in 
doubt as to the proper parliamentary course and ap- 
pealed to Mr. Dunnett for information on that sub- 
ject, and Mr. Dunnett informed him that he had seen 
the question on an appeal presented by the chairman 
himself by Judge Poland in a similar case. Mr. Annis 
thereupon put the question himself. The chair was 
sustained by a vote of 47 to 8. Senator Nelson then 
called for the reading of the section of the constitu- 
tion bearing on the sorting and counting of votes, but 
the committee refused the request. 

At this point Mr. Dunnett made a protest against 
any count without first having sorted and counted 
the votes in the manner provided by the constitution. 
This protest also was dismissed, and the committee 
promptly reported that the vote for governor stood : — 

McCullough 31,864 

Clement 28,201 

McGettrick 7,364 

Sherburne, 2,498 

Scattering 8 

After canvassing these and other election figures 
the committee repaired to the Assembly room and sub- 
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mitted its majority report. Representative Z. H. 
EUis^ a member of the election committee, arose to 
make a minority report, intimating in his remarks 
that no vote for governor, lieutenant-governor or state 
treasurer had been submitted to the election commit- 
tee or seen by them and that the committee had not 
sorted or counted any votes for any of these offices and 
that the secretary of state did not claim to have any 
such votes. The committee, he maintained, had done 
nothing but sign in aggregate some figures given to 
them by the secretary of state. 

The assembly in joint session refused to entertain 
any minority report, and as there appeared to be no 
election by popular vote, the joint assembly proceeded 
under the constitutional rule to ballot for governor, 
with the following results: — 

McCullough 164 

Clement 59 

McGettrick 45 

The failure of the people to elect a governor and 
lieutenant-governor, which threw the election into the 
legislature, had a logical sequel ; on February 3, 1903, 
the people decreed on a referendum vote for local 
option on the question of issuing liquor licenses. 

Thus passed state prohibition to its grave. 
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CHAPTER XI. 

In Conclusion. 

In gathering together the lines of this narrative 
for a conclusion, we find sundry raw edges. 

An untoward episode was projected upon the local 
optionists in August at a time when their cause was 
advancing by leaps and bounds. Sam Small of Geor- 
gia, whose eloquence had caught the imagination of 
many Vermont audiences, appeared on the Opera 
House stage, Brattleboro, August 25, at a local option 
rally. Col C. A. Miles was in the chair ready to open 
the meeting, surrounded by a dozen or more of the 
new party. SmaU passed unevenly to the front of 
the stage, talked incoherently,, and was led to the 
wings promptly amid jeers from the floor. He spoke 
at Barre the next night, when he took occasion to 
say: **I had been several days fighting oflf a severe 
attack of ilbiess. Yesterday afternoon I rode from 
Putney to Brattleboro in the rain. When I reached 
my destination, I was near a collapse. At the sug- 
gestion of a friend I took a stimulant. It was more than 
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I could bear, and hence the misfortune/' Like mis- 
fortunes soon followed, and Small went South. 

There was another untoward episode in the shape 
of a personal attack upon Fletcher D. Proctor, made 
by the McCullough campai^ publicity bureau, which 
appeared in some state papers in half -page advertise- 
ments. It read more like an anarchist harangue 
against the president of the Vermont Marble Company, 
than a bit of legitimate political literature. 

Still another untoward episode was the sending 
out, along with reprints of affidavits bearing on the 
corrupt use of money by McCullough workers, of a 
certain affidavit reflecting upon a Franklin County 
republican, who showed that he was not even in the 
town mentioned at the time. The reprint of the affi- 
davit was promptly withdrawn and a full explana- 
tion made to the person involved. 

But the casualties of the campaign aside, — ^the per- 
spective of a decade of local optionism has cleared up 
several things. 

State prohibition in Vermont had become a party 
habit, and so adroitly was it handled that the sincere 
temperance voters did not realize that it was an awk- 
ward way to administer a town affair. The state cap- 
itol knows no ethics which is not dominant in the 
various town-units of the commonwealth. The new 
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law is respected and thus better enforced in no-license 
towns, while in the larger places with a more com- 
plicated problem, licenses can be granted and refused 
from year to year as circumstances dictate. These 
words of Joseph H. Manley of Maine in September, 
Nineteen-two, were more characteristic of his type 
of public men than prophetic : — 

**The recent election in Vermont does not in my 
judgment foreshadow the overthrow of prohibition 
* * * Vermont has only a few cities. It is mostly 
a rural, agricultural population, very much like 
Maine, and I believe when the vote is taken it will be 
found that the course of prohibition will be strong 
in these towns, and the people will vote to adhere to 
this principle. 

When Vermont went local option, it was the sig- 
nal for New Hampshire to follow, and Maine itself 
cannot long survive as a solitary monument of a re- 
gime that has passed. 

Another comforting thing — ^we are now having a 
better grade of editing than formerly. The process 
of breaking china in every county in the state a decade 
ago had not gone far before it became apparent that 
the state editors could not or would not analyze the 
situation. Hence general newspaper confusion. 

Two papers out of a Proctor group of 19 advo- 
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cated local option. About 9 newspapers out of the 
MeCullough group of 25 supported local option, 
which was destined soon to be written into the book 
of the law. 

The Swanton Courier supported MeCullough; the 
Swanton republican caucus was carried by Proctor, 
and the town in September went MeCullough. The 
Enosburgh Standard was Proctor, but both caucus 
and election went MeCullough. The St. Albans Mes- 
senger was Proctor, the caucus went for MeCullough 
and the city for Clement. 

The Burlington Free Press was for MeCullough 
and the Burlington News for Proctor, but caucus and 
election were carried by Clement. The Essex syndi- 
cate of newspapers was MeCullough, the caucus went 
Proctor and the town MeCullough. 

Most of the Rutland county papers were either 
Proctor or MeCullough, but 20 out of the 28 county 
towns went Clement. 

The Brattleboro Phoenix was Proctor, the caucus 
Clement and the election MeCullough. The London- 
derry Sifter was MeCullough, the caucus Clement and 
the election MeCullough. The Bellows Palls times 
was MeCullough and caucus and town were Clement. 

The White River Junction Landmark was Me- 
Cullough, the caucus Clement and the town McCul- 



